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A Song of Praise I Bring 
A song of praise I bring to You 
Dear God, the Father of my life. 
My Lord, the Rock of my salvation, 
Where I can stand through storm and strife. 
You shape the course of men and nations, 
Your sure, strong hand the world began. 
Your might, Your power, Your majesty 
Are shown in Your eternal plan. 
A song of praise I bring to You 
Dear Friend, who's always at my side. 
You gave Your life for my redemption, 
Your sacrifice of love my guide. 
To lead me when my steps would falter, 
When I would seem to lose my way. 
To gendy prod and show direction, 
To light my path from day to day. 
A song of praise I bring to You 
Dear Holy Spirit in my soul. 
My comforter, my intercessor, 
At God's throne You present me whole. 
Although I cannot find the words, 
You take my thoughts and in Your love, 
You come before the Heavenly Father 
And plead my case to God above. 
And so to You my thanks I bring, 
Dear Father, Holy Spirit, Son. 
My words could never fully show 
My love for You and what You've done. 
My life, my soul, my very being, 
All I am, I humbly give 
For You to use as suits Your pleasure 
As long as on this earth I live. 
in t //is issue. 
November is Stewardship Month for 
the Brethren in Christ. Please take spe-
cial note of the information on page 28, 
as well as Don Zook's article on the 
stewardship of money on page 6. 
* * it-
Canadians observed Thanksgiving on 
October 8, while U.S. readers will cele-
brate the holiday on November 22. Both 
Onesimus and Roger Schoenhals pon-
der aspects of this traditional celebra-
tion in this issue. And to help your fam-
ily get ready for Christmas, Emily Chase 
makes a novel Advent suggestion. # * * 
This issue contains more than a typi-
cal amount of international flavor—two 
articles about an East European study 
tour (one of the participants being 
Arlene Miller from the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., congregation), and several articles 
relating to Latin America. (See pages 
17-24). 
* * # 
A brief word about the authors of "A 
Song of Praise I Bring" and "The Versa-
tile Muscle." Carol Frey is a member of 
the Palmyra, Pa., congregation. Nor-
man Wingert, of Reedley, Calif., is a 
veteran relief worker and has written 
numerous articles, poems, and books. * # * 
Please take a moment to check the 
expiration date of your subscription—it 
appears as a series of numbers on the 
address label. The first numbers tell the 
month of expiration, the last numbers 
denote the year. If your label reads 
12/84 or 12/834, your subscription ex-
pires with the December 1984 issue. 
Renew today, even if your subscrip-
tion does not expire until sometime next 
summer. That will save us the cost of 
sending you renewal notices, and will 
guarantee that you will keep receiving 
the Visitor all next year. 
And why not consider giving gift sub-
scriptions for Christmas? The Visitor is 
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The highest form of Christian service 
The highest form of Christian service 
is intercessory prayer. I state this with-
out fear of contradiction. And what I 
am going to say now is applicable to 
every Christian in the world, for all may 
have a part. You may not be able to 
preach, but you can pray. It is your 
privilege to become an intercessor if you 
choose to, and thus accomplish the great-
est work that God has committed to 
man. 
Now I want to go on and say that 
intercessory prayer is without doubt not 
only the highest form of Christian ser-
vice, but also the hardest kind of work. 
To the person who is not an intercessor 
such a statement seems absurd. Prayer 
to most people is looked upon as an easy 
occupation. Difficulties are unknown. 
But the Christian who enters upon the 
ministry of intercession will pass through 
a very different experience. Satan will 
do everything in his power to hinder and 
obstruct. There will be a conscious reali-
zation of his presence and opposition. 
Interruptions innumerable will come. 
The telephone will ring, visitors will call, 
and a hundred other things that never 
would have bothered otherwise will 
have to be taken into account. We are 
living in the twentieth century. Never 
have we known such bustle and rush 
and hurry. The whole world is forging 
ahead at a terrific pace. Hours of quiet-
ness and retirement are becoming more 
and more difficult to observe. Thus the 
work of intercession becomes hard. 
In our day it is customary for an 
evangelist to take a singer with him, but 
in Paul's day it was the custom to take a 
pray-er. We never hear of a song leader 
accompanying the apostle, but we do 
hear of men who prayed. It is easy to 
sing, but hard to pray. Even a worldly 
congregation can join in the song ser-
vice, but if real Holy Spirit fruit is to be 
produced, our work must be carried on 
in an atmosphere of prayer. Every evan-
gelist needs an Epaphras to accompany 
him if he is to secure the best results. 
Intercessory prayer is the Christian's 
most effective weapon. Nothing can 
withstand its power. It will do things 
when all else has failed. And the marvel 
is that we turn to other agencies in order 
to accomplish what only prayer can 
bring to pass. God has placed this 
mighty weapon in our hands and he 
by Oswald J. Smith 
expects us to use it. How disappointed 
he must be when we lay it aside and 
substitute natural means for supernatu-
ral work. 
You can never get higher than the 
throne-life. When Jesus Christ returned 
to the right hand of his Father, it was to 
engage in the great ministry of interces-
sion on behalf of his church. For nine-
teen hundred years now he has been 
occupied in this way. In his estimation at 
least, it is the most important work that 
he has to do. The throne-life is the high-
water mark. To engage in this same min-
istry is to do down here what Christ is 
doing up there. The Bible says, "He ever 
liveth to make intercession for them" 
(Hebrews 7:25). 
I want to mention some things which 
it is necessary to remember if we are to 
engage in this, the highest form of Chris-
tian service. We must be standing on 
praying ground. That is to say, we must 
be certain that everything is right be-
tween us and God. Unless this is the case 
it is useless to even attempt to pray. "If I 
regard iniquity in my heart," declares 
the inspired Word, "the Lord will not 
hear me" (Ps. 66:18). That means that 
God will not even listen to my prayer, let 
alone answer it. 
To be standing on praying ground is 
to have put away every sin, to turn from 
anything that grieves the Holy Spirit, 
and to separate myself from all that is 
displeasing to God. And so as we think 
of this, the highest form of Christian 
service and resolve to become interces-
sors, let us make sure first of all that we 
are standing on praying ground and that 
there is nothing between us and God. 
In the second place, intercessory 
prayer means that we have gotten beyond 
ourselves, our needs and problems, and 
that we are in a place and position spir-
itually to enter into this blessed ministry 
with Jesus Christ, taking upon us the 
burden for others in a real-soul-travail, 
and allowing the Holy Spirit to pray 
through us in the will of God. 
There are two kinds of means requi-
site to promote a revival: the one to 
influence men, the other to influence 
God. Prayer is an essential link in the 
chain of causes that lead to a revival, as 
much so as truth is. Some have zealously 
used truth to convert men, and laid very 
little stress on prayer. They have 
preached, and talked, and distributed 
tracts with great zeal, and then won-
dered that they had so little success. And 
the reason was that they forgot to use 
the other branch of the means, effectual 
prayer. They overlooked the fact that 
truth, by itself, will never produce the 
effect, without the Spirit of God, and 
that the Spirit is given in answer to 
prayer. 
Selections reprinted by permission of the 
author. 
THE VERSATILE MUSCLE 
What variety offoods and flavors! 
To think! The tongue of man so oft withholds 
Due thanks to God for gift of sensuous taste, 
A gift more precious than the finest gold! 
But far beyond mere thanklessness, man's tongue— 
A wild and vicious muscle!—lashes out 
Sometimes and curses even God for "wrongs" 
It blames both God and man alike about. 
Unstable, inflamatory muscle! 
Who can tame it? No one among mankind; 
Only the One Who first made the muscle 
Can bid it bring forth words both warm and kind. 
—Norman A. Wingert 
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Thank you, thank you 
A woman boarded a bus. Every seat 
was filled. She was tired and carried 
several packages. Noticing her plight, a 
man stood and graciously offered his 
seat. The woman sat down and promptly 
fainted. 
After she was revived, she looked up 
at the man who had relinquished his seat 
and said, "Thank you." Whereupon he 
promptly fainted. 
Sometimes I feel like fainting when 
someone says, "Thank you." Those two 
words are about as rare today as a 
Model T Ford. But what's worse than 
not hearing an occasional "Thank you," 
is hearing it from insincere lips. 
Like the "automated" lady at our 
local supermarket. She rings up my 
groceries, takes my money, and says, 
"Thank you for shopping at " 
I can tell she doesn't mean it because of 
the wearisome, sing-song tone of her 
voice. And because she's looking toward 
the next customer as she speaks. I walk 
away thinking I've been waited on by a 
machine. 
Saying "Thank you," to customers is 
probably company policy. And I sus-
pect at first she said it thoughtfully and 
with a smile. But as the days and weeks 
passed, the practice became a habit and 
the habit became a mechanical response. 
Come to think of it, expressing thanks 
was also rare in Jesus' day. Do you 
remember the ten lepers who were healed 
by Jesus? Only one came back and said, 
"Thank you." 
As Christians, our "company policy" 
is: "In every thing give thanks" (1 Thes-
salonians 5:18a). We are to be thankful 
people in conversations with others and 
in our prayers to God. Indeed, we who 
have been redeemed and enjoy the living 
presence of Christ in our lives have every 
reason to give thanks. We of all people 
should find it easy to say, "Thank you." 
Consider the example of the Apostle 
Paul. He was thankful for his brothers 
and sisters in Christ (Acts 28:15), for the 
unspeakable gift of Christ (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:15), for victory through Christ (1 
Corinthians 15:57), for the ministry given 
to him by God( l Timothy 1:12), and for 
the spiritual growth taking place in 
believers (Colossians 1:3-5). 
Paul knew the value of a thankful 
spirit and so he exhorted others to fol-
low his example. To the Philippians he 
wrote, "with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known to God." He told 
the Ephesians to turn from worthless 
speech to thankful speech (5:4). 
But Paul goes even further. Giving 
thanks is to be not only associated with 
our prayers and speech, it's to flow from 
us in all that we do (Colossians 3:17). A 
lifestyle of "thanksgiving." 
Like the gal at the check-out counter, 
we can become careless and cold in our 
giving of thanks. We can mouth words 
without expressing true gratitude. 
So how do we keep fresh and genuine 
in giving thanks? How do we keep from 
expressing automated gratitude? 
I think we can do it by building a 
thankful prayer life. If we can nourish a 
thankful attitude toward God, we will 
find ourselves overflowing with thank-
Pontius' Puddle 
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— by G. Roger Schoenhals 
fulness in our relationship to his crea-
tion. The beauties of the world, the 
kindnesses of people, the various events 
of life will provide countless opportuni-
ties for us to say, "Thank you, Thank 
you." 
Before launching into your prayer to 
God, spend a few moments meditating 
on his greatness and goodness. By focus-
ing your thoughts on him, you'll become 
freshly aware of how worthy he is to 
receive your gratitude. 
Next, consider the blessings you have 
received from the Lord. James tells us 
that "Every good gift . . . is f rom 
above" (1:17). Enumerate some of the 
good things that have happened to you. 
You have eternal life. You have a God 
who guides you day by day. As my dad 
always used to say to me, "Son, you've 
got a lot to be thankful for." 
Now, having considered God's good-
ness and having counted your blessings, 
begin to express your gratitude item by 
item. Be specific. You might even want 
to keep a list where you can add new 
blessings as they come to mind. 
And, finally, every so often devote 
your entire prayer to thanksgiving. Ask 
for nothing. Simply thank God for every 
gift you can recall. The experience will 
revitalize you. You'll begin to discover 
the lift of thanksgiving. And you'll begin 
to express genuine gratitude in every 
area of your life. 
Roger Schoenhals lives in Seattle, Wash-
ington. 
. . . A N D S E T T L E . 
P O R O N E D A Y T O 
r e c e i v e T H I N K S . 
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Biblical principle 
Many Christians are troubled about 
the proper role of money. Can we find 
counsel and guidance in the Bible for 
handling our finances in a manner pleas-
ing to God? Jesus says in Luke 16:10-12, 
"Whoever can be trusted with very little 
can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will 
also be dishonest with much. So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling 
worldly wealth, who will trust you with 
true riches? And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else's prop-
erty, who will give you property of your 
own? " 
We can learn much about God's prin-
ciples for stewardship from Christ's 
words and the parable which precedes 
them in Luke 16:1-8. The parable, con-
cerning an unrighteous steward who 
cheats his master to gain the favor of 
others, includes important teaching 
about life after death. But Jesus himself 
points out its implications for life here 
on earth, applying four lessons in par-
ticular to Christian living: 
(1) Money belongs to God, who holds 
us accountable for its use; 
(2) Our use of what we have is more 
important than the amount; 
(3) Our responsibilities include an 
obligation to use and increase our re-
sources rather than permitting them to 
dissipate; and 
(4) Practice in handling money pre-
pares us for more important spiritual 
responsibilities. 
Money belongs to God 
Just as the steward in the parable 
manages the master's money, we have 
money under our control only because 
God, its owner and our master, makes it 
Don Zook is executive secretary of the 
Board for World Missions. 
available for our use. Other things— 
such as education, experience, and 
culture—become part of our personali-
ties. But money is a temporary posses-
sion, and we are accountable to God for 
its use or misuse. 
How to handle what we have 
Jesus emphasizes that we are account-
able for what we have—not for what we 
don't have. He uses two other parables 
to further illustrate this principle: the 
parable of the pounds (Luke 19:11-26) 
and the parable of the talents (Matthew 
25:14-30). Jesus evaluates each servant 
on the basis of how the given resources 
are handled, not on the basis of how 
much is given. He commends those who 
work wisely and well with what they 
have; he condemns the careless who 
refuse to give energy and thought to 
stewardship. 
This lesson has been brought home to 
me in a dramatic way. While doing 
voluntary service overseas for several 
years, I received an allowance of $ 10 per 
month. Others provided my food and 
shelter, but the monthly stipend was the 
total of my discretionary spending 
power. God cared just as much about 
how I exercised financial stewardship 
then as he does now. The fact that I have 
a comparatively large income now does 
not change my accountability. 
Use or lose 
In verse 10, Jesus indicates that those 
who manage small sums well will be 
given more to manage later. Expanding 
on this principle, in the parable of the 
talents (Matthew 25:14-30) Jesus de-
scribes the master who gives varying 
amounts to people according to their 
ability to manage. The master expects 
these assets to be managed for growth— 
not just maintained. 
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of stewardship 
We can see this dynamic at work not 
only in the handling of our monetary 
assets, but also in the use of our personal 
talents. Athletes either develop their 
abilities or see them gradually disap-
pear. Children with musical talent culti-
vate that talent with years of patient and 
persistent practice or find later that the 
ability has faded. Those possessing intel-
lectual potential must nurture that ca-
pacity through disciplined study or face 
the loss of their mental sharpness. The 
inescapable conclusion: those talents we 
concentrate on and develop become 
greater; those we take for granted or 
neglect diminish. 
Handling money and 
spiritual responsibilities 
Finally, Jesus states in Luke 16:11, 
"So if you have been untrustworthy 
about worldly wealth, who will trust you 
with true riches of heaven?" (Living 
Bible). 
God's plan includes useful work, and 
the resulting wages are to be shared with 
others in need. Ephesians 4:28 states: "If 
anyone is stealing he mtist stop it and 
begin using those hands of his for honest 
work so he can give to others in need" 
(Living Bible). 
Those who use money only for their 
own benefit reflect their selfish natures. 
They could do great harm if entrusted 
with the gift of prophecy or other spirit-
ual treasures. Such selfish use of spiritual 
treasures would dishonor the King. 
In Acts 8 we see a valuable example of 
faithfulness in the use of spiritual gifts. 
Simon the sorcerer offers Peter a bribe 
for power to give the Holy Ghost by the 
laying on of hands. Peter, however, 
spurns this temptation to misuse the gift 
of God with the words, "May your 
money perish with you . . . !" (Acts 
8:20). 
November 1984 
by Donald R. Zook 
Conclusions 
Christian stewardship compels us to 
discover God's will in areas that involve 
difficult decisions. We can't completely 
renounce our responsibility for material 
possessions, but rather need to use our 
possessions according to biblical princi-
ples. We must provide for the needs of 
our own families, of our brothers and 
sisters in the faith, and also of those 
outside the household of faith. 
Biblical stewardship demands that we 
save for future contingencies, as well as 
give liberally to those in distress. Joseph, 
chosen and empowered by God to pro-
vide economic leadership in times of 
both prosperity and adversity, restricted 
current consumption to save for future 
hardship. But he also shared with im-
poverished neighboring nations. 
Sound stewardship also calls us to 
balance ministry to immediate human 
needs with investment in projects aimed 
at long-term problems of underdevel-
opment. We must sometimes decide 
between giving someone a fish (which 
provides food for a day) and teaching 
the person how to fish (which can supply 
food for a lifetime). 
But take heart, stewards! Although 
Christian stewardship hinges on hard 
decisions, we have the assurance of 
God's invitation in James 1:5: "If any of 
you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without find-
ing fault, and it will be given to him." If 
we conscientiously follow scriptural prin-
ciples, we will be well rewarded when we 
stand in the Lord's presence and hear his 
commendation, "Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share 









The little package wrapped in a piece 
of old newspaper appeared among the 
Christmas decorations on the table at 
suppertime. Tim's eyes spied it first. 
"May I open the Advent package to-
night?" he cried, his eyes shining with 
anticipation. 
As we ate dinner, the children could 
hardly wait to find out the contents of 
the mysterious package. What strange 
thing had their mother wrapped up this 
time? One time it was a salt shaker. 
Another time it was an outgrown shoe. 
Another time a piece of charcoal. This 
time it was Prisca's turn to tear off the 
paper. Inside was a clean cloth diaper. 
The children looked at me with ques-
tions written all over their faces. 
"What does a diaper tell us about 
God?" I asked. "What is a diaper good 
for? What do we use a diaper for? ' Tim 
laughed and said a diaper was for a 
baby's bottom. 
"When it is dirty, what does Mommy 
do with the diaper?" 
"Wash it," was the obvious reply, with 
a wrinkling of the nose. 
"That's right. She washes it with 
bleach to get it white again. Let me read 
you a verse from the Bible. God says in 
Isaiah chapter 1, 'Though your sins are 
scarlet, they may become as white as 
snow; though they are dyed crimson, 
they may be like wool.' When we dis-
obey God, we are like a dirty diaper. We 
aren't very pretty to look at. We smell, 
too. But God loves us and washes us and 
makes us clean again. 
"Now, another question. When Mom-
my washes the diaper, what does she do 
Emily and Gene Chase and family live 
near Grantham, Pa., where Gene is a member 
of the faculty of Messiah College. 
with it? Does she hang it on the wall for 
decoration?" 
"No! You put it back in the drawer for 
the next time." 
"That's right. There's another little 
lesson about God here. God has a rea-
son for cleaning us. He has work for us 
to do. We are supposed to be his helpers, 
not just decorations. How can we help 
God?" 
So it is each night of Advent in our 
home. A package appears on the table. 
Inside is a simple household object, 
somthing the children see day after day. 
But a lesson goes with each one to alert 
them to some new aspect of God's char-
acter and their relationship to him. At a 
time of year when the shopping malls 
cry out to children to think about Santa 
Claus and elves, this is our small way of 
turning their thoughts to the real mean-
ing of Christmas and Christ's coming. 
At a time when packages accumulate 
under the tree and a child waits impa-
tiently for the holiday to arrive, opening 
the Advent gifts vents some of the pent-
up suspense. Interest is high. The teach-
able moment is there for the taking, but 
as with any good thing, it requires some 
advance preparation. 
This is our small way 
of turning our children's 
thoughts to the real 
meaning of Christmas 
and Christ's coming. 
by Emily Chase 
First, make a list of simple objects 
your children see every day. Sometime 
before the first of December, I sit down 
and make a list of 24 common objects I 
find about the house—a button, a child's 
block, a paper bag—one for the 24 days 
leading up to Christmas. There is nothing 
inherently "spiritual" about my list but I 
have found that no matter what objects I 
put on the list, there is something in each 
object that speaks of God. For me it is a 
real lesson to open my eyes to my envi-
ronment and see more of God around 
me. 
Second, identify unique characteris-
tics of each object. Lessons about God 
are not always obvious. So I ask myself 
specific questions. What is each object 
used for? A block, by itself, for example, 
is no fun, but when it is with lots of other 
blocks, we can build. We can build a 
house or a tower. Likewise, we as chil-
dren of God aren't much use to him 
when we stand apart by ourselves, but 
when we love each other and cooperate, 
God can do great things with us. Or I 
ask myself, what is the shape of this 
object? Does the shape tell me some-
thing of God? A bracelet is round with 
no beginning or end. Does that speak of 
God's unending love? 
When no relationship to God's char-
acter is obvious, I can at least think of 
the shape or use of each object and that 
is enough for this step. A rubber band 
has the characteristic that it stretches. It 
also changes shape. It is useful for hold-
ing things tightly. When several charac-
teristics of an object come to mind, I jot 
them all down so I have more choice in 
the last phase of planning. 
Third, relate one characteristic of 
each object to the character of God. This 
is not as easy as it sounds. To help me, I 
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use a Bible concordance. A concordance 
is simply an index to all the places in the 
Bible where a certain word or topic is 
mentioned. Choose an object from your 
list and a word that summarizes one of 
its characteristics. Then look up that 
word in the concordance. 
Using the example of the rubber band 
again, suppose I looked up the word 
"hold" or "holding" in my concordance. 
The word is there with a long list of 
verses where it is mentioned in the Bible. 
From these verses I can usually find one 
verse that talks about how God holds on 
to us (eg. 2 Samuel 22:17). That one 
verse then becomes the focus of my les-
son for the children. Often there are sev-
eral verses that apply, but I try to limit 
my choice to a single verse that clearly 
speaks of God's character. 
If none of the verses seem helpful, I 
then choose another characteristic of 
my object and try again from a different 
angle. Looking up the word "stretch" 
tells me that even as a rubber band can 
stretch far beyond its normal size, God's 
glory stretches out to us wherever we are 
(see Isaiah 42:5, 6). 
Don't overlook the value of synonyms 
and antonyms. The fact that you may 
find that an object is different in charac-
ter from God can also be a useful lesson. 
A cookie cutter makes every cookie 
identically shaped; God, in contrast, 
makes each of us different and special. 
Now the hardest part is done. All that 
is left to do is to wrap up the object in 
some paper material such as the colored 
comics from last Sunday's paper, a 
paper napkin or recycled wrapping pa-
per. I write the key verse on the outside. 
An older child can read the reference, 
find it in the Bible and then read the 
verse out loud while a young child is 
opening the package. 
At the supper table, be sure to ask 
questions about the object rather than 
just telling the children what you have 
learned. This has two advantages. First, 
children will remember what they dis-
cover on their own longer than what you 
tell them. It is that old adage, "You'll 
remember how to spell it if you look it 
up yourself." The second advantage is 
even greater. You may find that your 
child will notice something about the 
object which you completely overlooked. 
You will be the one blessed by the lesson 
as your children themselves notice as-
pects of God's character you failed to 
see! In such a case, keep the concord-
ance handy so you can look up an addi-
tional verse that might relate to the new 
idea. 
Below is a list of ten common objects 
that are likely to be found in your home. 
Try steps two and three of the directions 
above and see what lessons you come up 
with. I have given some suggested an-
swers at the end of the article but realize 
that you may see other lessons that 
never occurred to me. 
1. lightbulb 6. bandaid 
2. magnet 7. potholder 
3. toothbrush 8. key 
4. pencil 9. cellophane 
5. ball tape 
10. shoe 
Advent has become a special season 
for us now. It forces me to seek out and 
discover God in my environment, giving 
a fresh impetus to my own daily devo-
tions. For my children, it helps them 
relate God to the real world around 
them. And for my pastor, there is an 
extra blessing: All these ideas become 
food for some terrific children's sermons 
the following summer. 
When Christmas arrives at long last, 
my family is ready to welcome the Liv-
ing Word. "The Word then was with 
God at the beginning, and through him 
all things came to be; no single thing was 
created without him. All that came to be 
was alive with his life and that life was 
the light of men" (John 1:2-4, NEB). 
Every object around us speaks of him. 
Household objects and their "Advent meaning" 
Object Characteristic Suggested lesson Scripture passage 
1. lightbulb requires electric Jesus is our power I am the true vine and 
current to be useful source (John 15:5) my Father is the gardener. (John 15:5) 
2. magnet attracts or pulls things Jesus draws all men But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
toward itself to Himself (John 12:32) will draw all men to myself. (John 12:32) 
3. toothbrush daily use required God's mercy is renewed Because of the Lord's great love we are not 
daily (Lam. 3:22, 23) consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 
4 pencil writes God's law is to be written I will put my law in their minds and write it 
in our hearts (Jer. 31:33) on their hearts. I will be their God and they 
will be my people. (Jeremiah 31:33) 
5. ball bounces back when it falls The Lord picks up those 
that fall (Ps. 145:14) 
The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts 
up all who are bowed down. (Psalm 145:14) 
6. bandaid helps healing process God heals and comforts us He heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
(Ps. 147:3) their wounds. (Psalm 147:3) 
7. potholder protects from burns God protects us from When you pass through the waters, I will be 
danger (Is. 43:2) with you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you. When 
you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 
(Isaiah 43:2) 
8. key opens doors Jesus opens the way to heaven Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
for us (Ps. 118:19) I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
(Psalm 118:19) 
9. cellophane tape sticks things together Who can separate us from For I am convinced that neither death nor 
God's love? (Rom. 8:38, 39) life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. (Romans 8:38, 39) 
10. shoe protects feet God will not allow us He will not let your foot slip—he who 
to be hurt (Ps. 121:3) watches over you will not slumber. 
(Psalm 121:3) 
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JEFF & KIBBIE DEJARNtl I 
Jeff and Kibbie DeJarnett are a tal-
ented couple who bring their con-
temporary sounds, gifted song writ-
ing abilities and love for the youth of 
God's family to our convention from 
Marietta, Georgia. Wait until you hear 
them. 
"Never Ashamed" is a recently re-
leased film about Tim Hughes, an 
"all-American" high school junior 
whose life resembles many who are 
wrestling in their relationships with 
God, self and others. 
The Banquet and Talent Show will be 
a great time for sharing informally 
around plate and platform. 
DR. WALTER WINGER 
resently pastoring, Walter has served 
the Brethren in Christ in many capac-
ities, the most recent of which was 
being President of Niagara Christian 
College. Walter is well known for his 
communication skills with both youth 
and adults. Walter also serves on the 
Board for Congregational Life. He 
will be our speaker in our final gather-
ing which will help us in "Facing the 
Challenge of the Future." 
COST: $125.00 To Register, send your name, ad-
dress, phone number, and congregation, along 
with $50.00 registration fee to: 
Rev. Ken Letner Sandi Fretz 
P.O. Box 163 7-141 
Mount Joy, PA MacGregor Cressant 
17552 Waterloo, Ontario 
N2J 3X2 
SEE THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF THE 
EVANGELICAL VISITOR FOR A 
HELPFUL REGISTRATION FORM. 
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OUTWARD, UPWARD AND INWARD 
Building relationships with God, Self and Others 
Give your youth a present that 
will last a lifetime! 
REV. JOHN HAWBAKER 
John is the pastor of the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church where he 
has a vital and practical pulpit minis-
try. Part of John's background in-
cludes having taught in high school 
which gives him a unique ability to 
relate to youth. John is involved in 
both Regional and Con- I T 
ference Agencies, as well • 
as serving as Director for P 
Roxbury Holiness Camp I 
for the past several years. 
We're pleased to have 
John speak to the youth 
about "Relating to God." 
LET YOUTH REACH 
DECEMBER 27-29,1984 
French Lick, Indiana 
MR. FRANK FIMIANO 
Frank is well known across the church 
for his unique gifts as a Psycho-
dramatist. The most noted item of 
our last Youth Convention was the 
Psychodrama which he led. Humor-
ous, dynamic, energetic, sensitive, 
skilled—these describe Frank. He has 
served as a high school teacher and 
counselor which gives him a special 
appreciation for the world of teenag-
ers. Frank serves on the Board for 
Congregational Life which is the 
sponsoring agency of this conven-
tion. He will lead the session on 
"Relating to Self." 
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A Progress Report on Bulawayo's Goals for Church Growth 
/K developing vision 
for outreach 
Goals are helpful and can spur us on 
to greater faith and achievement as we 
consider what God may be pleased to do 
through us. Many of you have respond-
ed with enthusiasm and faithful prayer 
to the church growth goals set for the 
city of Bulawayo for 1984. Together we 
have been asking the Lord for five new 
churches and 2000 new people involved 
in Brethren in Christ churches (not just 
making professions of faith in Christ). 
Perhaps you would like to know how 
things are going. 
As of this writing, the year is more 
than half over, and while we have seen 
some wonderful things happen, we are 
still a long way from the goals. You may 
remember that we previously spent two 
six-month periods in church growth 
training in Zimbabwe and saw good 
growth in the Hwange, Gweru, and 
Phumula churches. With one six-month 
period left, we worked out plans with 
Bishop Ndlovu which included 50 per-
cent growth in the Bulawayo churches, 
the planting of three to five new churches 
(daughter churches for Mpopoma, Lo-
bengula, and Phumula, and one or two 
new churches). We asked for two or three 
full-time couples to train as church 
planters and for the cooperation of 
existing pastors to help their own 
churches to grow and to start daughter 
churches. 
General Conference approved all of 
these plans. However, the working out 
has been difficult. The workers to be 
trained were not chosen until our six-
month period was half over, and one of 
the couples still has not been able to 
serve. One who was assigned to us could 
work only part-time as he still had the 
responsibility of overseer of the Bula-
wayo churches. 
However, the Lord was working. It 
was exciting to find that one of the pro-
posed churches (now called Central 
Church) had already been started before 
we arrived, through the concern of peo-
ple who have moved away from the 
by Grace Holland 
existing churches. The second new 
church was started at the end of April as 
we organized a three-week training ses-
sion during school break and invited 
Bible school students and others to help. 
The urban pastors were urged to come. 
One attended every session and helped 
with each evening of visitation, one 
attended 11 of the 15 sessions, and two 
attended 3 sessions. Many volunteers 
came to help and about 40 people alto-
gether were involved for at least a short 
time in the church planting effort. We 
had classes each morning and prayer 
and visitation practice in the afternoon, 
and were out on the streets in the eve-
ning for six days each week. 
The visitation was done in a part of 
town called Entumbane where three 
years ago tribal army factions clashed, 
leaving 400 dead in three days. On one 
day our urban minister conducted 96 
funerals! Now we were offering the peo-
ple life—eternal life. On the first Sun-
day, 218 people gathered on the ground 
under a tree. After the workshop we 
continued this work with two church 
growth workers and some volunteers, 
doing visitation two days each week and 
having street meetings, 12 home Bible 
studies, and Sunday services. Attend-
ance reached a high of 420 in August. 
During the six-month period we also 
worked with the Tshabalala Church two 
days each week and saw some gains 
there. We also gave two evenings per 
week to Nguboyenja Church, where 
there were some good conversions. Phu-
mula Church continued to grow as the 
pastor we trained earlier continued to 
lead the visitation teams. Mpopoma 
Church under Pastor Jake Shenk and 
his active church committee also made 
excellent gains. Hillside Church, which 
had stopped meeting for about a year, 
started holding services again. Alto-
gether we estimate that about 500 more 
people are participating in Brethren in 
Christ churches in Bulawayo than at this 
time last year. 
We are excited about the good things 
that have happened, but had hoped for 
much more. Some of the churches have 
yet to catch a vision 
of outreach. Others 
want to plant daugh-
ter churches. The 
year is not over! Our 
last month was spent 
h e l p i n g C e n t r a l 
Church (mentioned 
above) to organize 
v is i ta t ion teams . 
They also desired to 
hold a city campaign 
but found the time 
too short to organize 
it. We hope to return 
and help them with 
this in November. 
Just after that we 
hope to have another 
workshop for volun-
t e e r s a n d p l a n t 
another church. That will be church 
number three. 
Please continue to pray that the Bula-
wayo churches will catch the vision of 
helping to establish new churches in 
many needy parts of Bulawayo. Pray 
also for the church growth team as they 
continue to train others in visitation, 
leading people to Christ, and nurturing 
them in the Christian way. We believe 
God still wants his church to grow by 
leaps and bounds in Bulawayo. 
Fred and Grace Holland are now serving 
at Sikalongo Bible Institute in Zambia, train-
ing a national principal. During the three 
one-month school vacations each year, they 
will continue training church growth workers 
both in Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
Grace Holland and two students: the Lord is working. 
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• imnne 
for Western Missions 
by Warren W. Webster 
Christian mission has been defined as 
the concern that where there are no 
Christians, there should be Christians. 
Where there are no living, growing 
churches, there should be reproducing 
communities of believers. This has been 
and always should be the concern of 
mission-minded followers of Chnst. 
Right f rom the beginning when our 
Lord gave the commission to "go and 
make disciples of all nations," some 
obeyed and went. Starting from Pales-
tine, a tiny country that formed a land 
bridge between Africa, Asia, and Europe, 
the gospel began to spread from people 
to people, country to country, continent 
to continent. 
Three new directions 
There are at least three major em-
phases or new directions that have influ-
enced and characterized missions in the 
West over the past decade: 
1. A clearer understanding of biblical 
"nations" as "peoples." 
The Hebrew and Greek words often 
translated as "nations" refer more to 
groupings of people (cultures) than to 
political territories. In biblical times 
nation-states as political units which 
clearly defined geographic boundaries 
were not as common as they are today. 
When the Bible speaks of "nations, it is 
primarily referring to peoples-groups 
defined not so much by borders as by 
ethnic origin, language, group loyalty, 
custom and religion. Jesus' words in 
Dr Warren Webster is general director of 
the Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society and lives in Wheaton, Illinois. He 
serves on the Strategy Working Group of the 
Lausanne Committee. Reprinted from The 
Future of World Evangelization / Unreached 
peoples '84, MARC, U.S.A., 1984.Usedby 
permission. 
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Matthew 28 can be translated (as in 
Today's English Version): " G o , then , t o 
all peoples everywhere and make them 
my disciples." It is not enough to have a 
church in every country. We are also to 
endeavor to make disciples of the var-
ious ethnolinguistic "people groups (ta 
ethne) which make up each country or 
nation-state. (See definitions at the end 
of the article.) 
This "people group" concept has 
proven to be a useful and powerful tool 
for churches and missions in conceptu-
alizing the unfinished task and in plan-
ning workable strategies to fulfill our 
Lord's command. 
2. A renewed global thrust to evange-
lize "unreached peoples." 
Many people are becoming aware of 
the needs of the then "2.7 billion" people 
who did not call themselves Christians 
or profess the Christian faith in any 
form. Eighty percent of these non-Chris-
tians are allegedly reachable only through 
cross-cultural evangelism. Most of them 
can be found in five major blocs of 
humanity: Chinese, Muslim, Hindu, 
Buddhist and tribal (or animistic). 
Scores of mission organizations are 
using the People Survey prepared by 
MARC to help in locating, describing 
and reaching neglected people groups. 
Several Christian organizations are co-
operating in cataloging and computeriz-
ing the growing body of information 
about unreached peoples. Much of this 
data is made available through a series 
of Unreached Peoples d i rector ies p u b -
lished annually since 1979 by MARC 
and the Lausanne Committee's Strategy 
Working Group. The Unreached Peo-
ples annuals incorporate and extend the 
directory materials first published for 
Lausanne 1974. 
Evangelical Visitor 
evidence of new enthusiasm among po-
tential candidates. 
For hard data, however, on the "who" 
and "where" of people groups yet to be 
evangelized, we turn for help to the 
Unreached Peoples directories and to 
the research of David Barrett. In his 
monumental World Christian Encyclo-
pedia (1982), using a "people group" 
structure based on an anthropological 
and color differentiation, a different 
approach than that adopted by the Lau-
sanne Committee's Strategy Working 
Group, Barrett reported identifying some 
8,990 basic people groups or cultures on 
earth, of which at least 8,000 have to 
some degree been penetrated, if not 
. m m < permeated, by the Christian faith. The 
% ; - T . •.-, only peoples Barrett regards as clearly 
'-." V'X"., .'.'•• unreached are 636 groups (out of the 
8,990) which have from zero to less than 
0.1%of their population as members of 
y ^ l any church. Many of these are unreached 
m m ^ m ^ ^ m ^ ^ ^ k S ^ m m peoples, not because the Christian mes-
sage has never reached them in any 
form, but because they do not yet have a 
- ^ viable, indigenous, evangelizing commu-
s ^ ^ H H ^ ^ H A f l ^ ^ N S S P ^ E a K H j nity of believers. Dr. Barrett observes 
somewhat optimistically, "The dimen-
, ̂  sions of the unfinished task of world 
evangelization are in fact very much 
smaller than contemporary Protestant 
- ^ " " t S S and Catholic missionary organizations 
realize." He hopes to compile a World 
Christian Atlas covering 11,000 peoples 
and languages which promises to pro-
vide more information than we have 
Hever had before concerning the spread of the gospel among the ethnic peoples of 
the world. 
More and more mission agencies are 
conducting research, setting goals and 
Responding to the challenge of un- committing resources to reach specific 
reached peoples, the North American peoples than ever before. Overall, the 
Interdenominational Foreign Mission ten years since Lausanne have seen sig-
Association (IFM A) appointed a Front- nificant progress in both understanding 
ier Peoples Committee, and the Evan- and beginning the next great thrust in 
gelical Foreign Missions Association world evangelization. 
(EFMA) devoted two conferences to There is one further encouraging de-
progress and problems in reaching the velopment of major significance for 
unreached. Between them, these two world evangelization, 
associations represent some 20,000 North 3. A growing partnership in complet-
American evangelical missionaries. The ing the task. 
U.S. Center for World Mission, estab- One of the bright spots on the world 
lished in 1976, has had commendable scene is the work of the Holy Spirit in 
success in challenging and motivating raising up a growing force of non-
students, clergy and lay persons to get Western missionaries for new thrusts in 
behind frontier missions. An attractive cross-cultural evangelism within their 
new mission magazine entitled World own nations and beyond. In the last 
Christian and the recently launched decade the number of missionaries ris-
International Journal of Frontier Mis- ing out of the Two-Thirds World ap-
sions join in calling the church to obe- pears to have increased dramatically 
dience in penetrating the last frontiers. from 3,000 to more than 15,0000. 
Both are produced by youth and are Whereas "Partnership in Mission" 
used to connote primarily Western mis-
sion/national church relationships, now 
we see many new patterns of partnership 
emerging as non-Western churches, with 
Western churches, with other non-West-
ern missions, and with Western mis-
sions. Some of these partnerships de-
velop along regional and geographic 
lines, others along denominational or 
special interest lines such as a common 
concern for Muslim evangelism. The 
various working arrangements all reflect 
something of the unity, the diversity and 
the vitality inherent in the body of 
Christ. Through partnership agreements 
they share ideas, personnel, and finances 
as they send task forces, loan missionar-
ies, or assist in training disciples for 
cross-cultural ministries. 
The mission of Christ worldwide will 
be immeasurably strengthened and ex-
tended into the future as leaders of both 
non-Western and Western mission agen-
cies continue to help one another 
through fellowship in praying, thinking, 
planning, and sharing together in "reach-
ing the unreached." 
Definitions 
People Group: a significantly large 
sociological grouping of individuals who 
perceive themselves to have a common 
affinity for one another. From the view-
point of evangelization, this is the larg-
est possible group within which the gos-
pel can spread without encountering 
barriers of understanding or acceptance. 
Primary Group: the ethnolinguistic 
preferences which defines a person's 
identity and indicates one's primary 
loyalty. 
Secondary Group: a sociological group-
ing which is to some degree subject to 
personal choice and allows for consid-
erable mobility. Regional and genera-
tional groups, caste, and class divisions 
are representative. 
Unreached People Group: a people 
group among which there is no indige-
nous community of believing Christians 
with adequate numbers and resources to 
evangelize this people group without 
outside (cross-cultural) assistance. Also 
referred to as "hidden people group" or 
"frontier people group." 
Reached People Group: a people group 
with adequate indigenous believers and 
resources to evangelize this group with-
out outside (cross-cultural) assistance. 
Two-Thirds World: nations, especially 
in Africa, Latin America, and Asia, not 
aligned with communist or capitalist 
countries. Also called developing nations 
or Third World. 
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c T b e e g o d 
i n a 
g a s k e t 
We had just crossed the mighty 
Ganges, holy river of the Hindus, by 
ferry As the crowded ship pulled up to 
the dock, mobs of impatient passengers 
pushed to get onto land so they could 
find seating in a train which awaited its 
load. Shouting, pushing, shoving . . . 
getting coolies to carry bedding rolls, 
boxes and trunks on their heads . • 
it was one of those days which you don t 
soon forget! 
There we were, in the midst ol it all 
with our bedding rolls, boxes and tiffin 
basket! Allen turned to me and said, 
"Leoda, you go ahead and save a place 
for us while I stay with the luggage. 1 
sprinted forward, if you could call it 
that across the sand flats and up the 
bank to the train. I found a compart-
ment door open and already the people 
were starting to crowd in. I was just in 
time There in the corner were two seats 
facing each other on the wooden benches. 
I quickly sat in one and put my feet on 
the opposite seat to save that for my 
husband. 
Beside my feet was a covered basket. 
Now baskets aren't all that scarce in 
India, so I didn't look twice. But the 
Indian family who owned the basket 
Leoda and Allen Buckwaher were mis-
sionaries in India from 1939 through 1980, 
serving in many capacities. Presently they 
are serving as regional directors for the Far 
East Broadcasting Company in the north-
eastern United States and are representing 
Brethren in Christ Missions throughout 
North America. 
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were definitely disturbed. Soon Allen 
arrived with our luggage and aided the 
coolies to place it on the rack above or 
on the floor below the seat. The male 
members of the other family also came. 
Then things began to happen. 
The head of the family, a portly, 
elderly man, accosted my husband, "Why 
have you disgraced our family? My god 
is in that basket!" 
"Oh we're sorry," Allen answered. 1 
hastily'put my feet down and he took his 
place on the seat. "We didn't realize that 
this was a special basket. But in any 
case, friend, you don't need to be dis-
turbed. The true and living God is much 
greater than anything you can put into a 
basket. We serve the God who made the 
heavens and the earth." 
"What9 You disgrace my god, too.' 
the Hindu gentleman shouted. Everyone 
stopped to listen. "This man made fun of 
our god, declaring him to be no god! 
His god in the basket was all-powerful, 
and we had disrespected him by putting 
shoe leather next to him. The family was 
now defiled. Muttering his wrath, he 
took off his shirt, his trousers, his under-
shirt, his money, and his watch, and 
rushed out of the compartment. He 
shouted back, "Now we'll see who is the 
true God!" and hurried down to the 
sacred river to wash away his defilement. 
But he never got there! At least not at 
that moment, for just then the whistle 
blew and the train began to move slowly 
but surely—just fast enough to make the 
fat gentleman think he could catch it. 
He began to run, trying to catch up 
with the caboose. His sons and other 
members of the family hung out the 
by Leoda Buckwalter 
windows, cheering him on. And we? We 
sat quietly in our corner, knowing that a 
challenge to our God had been given, 
and HE was answering. We knew what 
the outcome would be. 
No the man never did catch that 
train.' One of his sons grabbed his 
father's clothes, money, and watch, 
jumped off the moving train and went 
back Together they would come on the 
next train, perhaps hours later, to join 
the family at the next station. 
To our amazement the ladies ol the 
family then began to care for their fam-
ily god. They took off the lid, disclosing 
a small doll about six inches high, beau-
tifully dressed and sitting on a throne 
chair I watched with fascination as 
these ladies, obviously wealthy, care-
fully cared for the needs of their g o d -
wiping its face and hands, taking mor-
sels of food and putting it to the lips ol 
the idol. Could it eat? Did it eat? Of 
course not! But having offered the food 
for a moment, these adults then laid the 
crumbs down one after the other. They 
wiped its face again, straightened up the 
cloth around the throne, put back the 
lid—and then proceeded to eat their 
own repast from their tiffin basket. 
Could it be true, I marveled? Do they 
actually think this is a living god? How 
weak how small, how insufficient—yet 
it represents the darkness which comes 
from Satan himself, seeking to satisfy 
his desire for worship. 
The other people in the compartment 
watched it all and passed sentence To 
our amazement they spoke out boldly, 
"Ah, now we know whose God is the 
true God! Now we know!" • 
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Tourists or missionaries? 
For about four weeks this past sum-
mer, Dorthy Martin and Nancy Kreider, 
former missionaries to Zimbabwe, were 
able to come back for a short visit. Since 
I had lived and worked with them in 
Zimbabwe, naturally I urged them to 
come to Livingstone, Zambia, to visit 
us. They agreed to come for the week-
end. 
We happily met them on Friday 
afternoon in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, 
and quickly brought them across the 
border to Livingstone, Zambia, before 
the border closed. Time passed all too 
quickly, and by Saturday afternoon we 
were again crossing the border so we 
could spend the night at Victoria Falls. 
We decided to stop for a quick look at 
the mighty falls before the sun set, think-
ing that we would have plenty of time 
the next day to do more sightseeing. 
Little did we know that the next day 
would be filled, allowing us no time at 
all for sightseeing. 
Lois Jean Sider is on the staff at David 
Livingstone Teacher Training College in 
Livingstone, Zambia. 
by Lois Jean Sider 
We were surprised early Saturday 
evening to receive a message that a 
young man, Mandla Sibindi, a former 
student at Wanezi Secondary, would 
like to see us. After supper, we sat and 
visited with him for over an hour, and 
were amazed to hear how God had been 
working in his life. 
A former Bible quizzer and a Bible 
Memory Association member, he had 
joined the freedom fighters in 1977 and 
had gone to Zambia. But he still kept his 
faith in Christ, even after spending three 
months in Russia. However, in 1979, 
back in Zambia, he began to question 
God's purpose in all the suffering and 
problems he was encountering. He tried 
to forget God through alcohol and other 
worldly pleasures. 
The war ended in 1980, and he re-
turned to Zimbabwe. He married his 
former girlfriend—a Christian—who 
tried to lead him back to God, but he 
kept up a hard front, saying he had no 
use for God. Yet God's Spirit followed 
him, and less than a year ago he came 
back to God and gave up his drinking. 
Now the men he works with cannot 
understand the change in his life. It was 
an inspiration to listen to his story. 
The next morning we went to visit 
Pastor Jubane and his family from our 
Brethren in Christ church in Victoria 
Falls. While there, Nancy was pleased to 
unexpectedly meet a former student of 
hers, and she took the opportunity to 
visit her home and try to point her back 
to the Lord. Then, before going to the 
church service, a young couple—tourists 
from the United States—met us and 
wondered where they could go to church. 
We offered to take them with us if they 
didn't mind attending a service in the 
Ndebele language. They were eager to 
join us. We were quick to sense their 
love for the Lord and their excitement at 
the opportunity to attend a local church 
service. 
Before we knew it, Dorthy and Nancy 
had to leave. We realized we had not 
had time to visit the usual tourist attrac-
tions as we do with most of our guests; 
the weekend had not really gone accord-
ing to our plans. But somehow when it 
was over, it seemed like one of the best 
weekends we had ever had. We were 
reminded that in the words of the Living 
Bible, "We can make our plans, but the 
final outcome is in God's hands" (Prov. 
16:1). And it is good to remember that 
his plans are always perfect. 
Thanks for the heartbeats 
by Kent Byer 
A heartbeat. When a physician exam-
ines a patient, one of the first things to be 
done is to check the rate at which the 
heart is beating. From this simple pro-
cedure, the physician can gain some 
valuable insights into the general condi-
tion of the entire body. Voluntary Ser-
vice was for me a time in which I was 
able to draw near to several heartbeats. 
And, like the physician, I was able to 
gain some understanding as to the func-
tioning of the body of Christ, and the 
Brethren in Christ as they contribute to 
the work of the body. 
The first experience came while serv-
ing at the Brethren in Christ Missions 
office in Mount Joy. It is hard to live 
within several miles of where the first 
River Brethren met and not gain a feel 
Having completed two years of Voluntary 
Service, Kent Byer (from Upland, Ca.) is 
now studying at Asbury Seminary, Wil-
more, Kentucky. 
for the heartbeat of the Brethren in 
Christ. At the missions office itself, I was 
privileged to observe and work with a 
fine staff of dedicated people. While vis-
iting numerous churches in Pennsylva-
nia and surrounding states, I was able to 
worship, fellowship, and grow in love 
with many brothers and sisters. Through 
those and other experiences, I was able 
to draw near to the heart of the Brethren 
in Christ and feel the warm and enlarg-
ing heartbeat. 
New York City has a heartbeat all of 
its own. The pictures that are painted for 
us of New York shows masses of people 
moving about at a fast and furious pace, 
with little time for interruptions or 
delays. Indeed that fast pace is a reality 
of the city that must be dealt with (or 
enjoyed, depending on how you look at 
it). On closer observation, however, one 
will find a New York that moves at a 
slower, more deliberate pace—a New 
York where people are willing to just sit 
and talk, or even to sit and say nothing 
at all. I came away from my year in New 
York with a firm belief that the church 
needs to be in the cities of the world. It 
may be necessary for it to take on some 
different shapes and try some new ideas, 
but the church needs to be in the cities, 
and the Brethren in Christ need to be 
involved. 
Finally, and most importantly, through-
out the two years of Voluntary Service, I 
was able to draw nearer to the heart of 
God. I was given an abundance of expe-
riences and challenges in which I had to 
seek out and cling to the strong, steady 
and comforting heartbeat of God. At 
times I learned of God in settings that 
were comfortable and familiar. But for 
the most part, I learned to hear God's 
heartbeat in places, with people and at 
times that were uncomfortable, unfamil-
iar and inconvenient. I look back on 
those times now and am thankful for 
every one of them. In fact, it is my hope 
and desire that the Christian walk I fol-
low will be filled with many more such 
experiences. 
For a church that cares enough about 
its young people to provide an oppor-
tunity like Voluntary Service, for a peo-
ple who have been willing to share their 
heartbeats with me and others, and for a 
God who cares deeply for all of us, I am 
indeed grateful. 
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G o d at work in our wor ld 
I'm a grateful child 
of God 
Jean Maedke, Fuchushi, Tokyo, Japan 
"My husband and I are Zen Bud-
dhists. I will never be a Christian. I feel 
no need to become a Christian." Such 
was the declaration made by one Japa-
nese student just one year ago when my 
term in Japan began. 
And so it once was with many of us, 
myself included. We were content with 
our lives; there were few major problems 
or crises; tragedy, sickness, and death 
seemed far away (they were things that 
happened only to other people). Then 
something happened—although we were 
not consciously seeking God, somehow 
he found us and changed our lives eter-
nally through a redemptive relationship 
with Jesus Christ. Because of this miracu-
lous work in my life, I am here in Tokyo, 
teaching English and Bible to Japanese 
people. 
Because of God's same work in her 
life, my student now calls herself a 
"grateful child of God'." How did this 
dramatic change in faith come about?^ 
"I am an artist," she had told me. "I 
want to study the Bible so 1 can better 
understand religious works of art." So 
the Bible studies began, first under a 
young, single TESL (Teaching English 
as a Second Language) missionary like 
myself, later under a long-term mission-
ary, and now under myself and others 
simultaneously. In those years, seeds of 
the gospel were planted and watered. 
Many prayers were offered and God 
caused the seed to grow. Then recently, 
during our study of the Gospel of John, 
I began to notice signs of conviction in 
this woman's life. "Will God still love me 
if I never become a Christian?" she pon-
dered. One day she confessed her feel-
ings of shame at approaching the Bible 
academically without any serious regard 
for the person and claims of Jesus 
Christ. Finally, just last spring this dear 
woman declared, "I am a grateful child 
of God!" 
That bold statement of faith was 
severely tested shortly afterwards when 
she learned of her son-in-law's newly 
diagnosed terminal illness. But he and 
his family, through the encouragement 
and witness of a Japanese Christian 
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friend, are now attending a Christian 
church and are seeking the Lord. My 
student is happy about that. "They will 
find peace," she believes. But more than 
mere earthly peace, they will find the 
Prince of Peace! What a beautiful dem-
onstration of how God initiates a love 
relationship with his children, and what 
a dramatic answer to the past and con-
tinued prayers of Christians all over the 
globe for this woman and her people. 
Literacy training in 
Zambia 
The work of literacy training by the 
Brethren in Christ in Zambia is getting 
started with the help of Esther Spurrier. 
Esther trains tutors to use the Literacy 
International method of teaching read-
ing. The training takes a minimum of 
two days and is usually done in the vil-
lages of the tutors. This requires much 
traveling on Esther's part, often to iso-
lated villages, and always by means of a 
Honda motorcycle. 
Because of the eagerness of the people 
to learn, it has been difficult to limit the 
size of the classes. Often as many as 
eight people may come for training. At 
one session, 15 students attended. Such 
large classes are encouraging, but result 
in slowing the teaching process due to 
the many repetitions that are required. 
Some of the villages where sessions 
are held are so isolated that the churches 
there rarely receive a visit from a church 
leader or even a trained pastor. Churches 
there are led by lay leaders. Esther's min-
istry, therefore, reaches beyond literacy 
training. 
Esther has found the people in these 
sessions to be quite gracious. She says, 
"One woman insisted that I pass her 
village on the way home to take some 
oranges for the children. I am treated 
royally by my hosts and hostesses. As is 
usual in many places, we do not eat a 
real meal until mid- or late-afternoon. 
But when they do cook, it is a real feast. 
One day I was served three main meals 
between 3:30 and 7:30 p.m." 
Esther plans to begin offering training 
sessions at her home at Macha Mission. 
This will help to limit the number of 
students as well as allow her more time 
with her family. 
Recently a young man at the Macha 
church made a decision to follow Christ. 
He made it known to Pastor Shamapani 
that he wanted to read the Bible but had 
not learned to read Tonga. He was 
referred to Esther Spurrier who began 
immediately to teach him. He is an 
excellent student and has learned rapid-
ly. Each reading lesson includes a Bible 
study, which has been a real challenge 
and an encouragement to both the 
teacher and student. Esther writes that 
he shows signs of real spiritual growth 
and an unwaning desire to learn more. 
He is now able to read with very little 
help and is studying God's Word. 
Missionaries of a false religion 
Since I live in the remote west corner 
of Tokyo, far from most other "foreign-
ers" in Japan, I was delighted to meet 
Jill, an American housewife (from my 
home state—Wisconsin!), and her Japa-
nese-American husband right here in 
my own neighborhood! I was certainly 
taken by surprise when I learned later 
that they are missionaries with one of 
the many new 20th century religions 
which deny the deity of Christ. 
Jill and I are becoming good friends 
and even attend a weekly exercise class 
together. But she and her husband are 
the cause of my growing concern over 
"the flock of God" and the "seekers" 
associated with our Brethren in Christ 
mission church. They have already in-
vited one of my Bible students to attend 
a course in their religious doctrines. 
This enthusiasm and dedication to 
their ministry has encouraged me to be 
more seriously devoted to prayer for my 
students and to teaching and building 
Christ's church. Please pray especially 
for my students, Mrs. Morikawa, Mrs. 
Ozaki, and Mrs. Tanaka, who also 
attend the exercise class with Jill and 
me. These ladies study the Bible in the 
English classes but have not yet accepted 
Christ as their Savior and Lord. 
Jean Maedke 
Evangelical Visitor 
Juana Garcia (left) with Teresa Pala-





by Joetta Handrich Schlabach 
"Will the brother who is bringing the 
message tonight please come forward 
now?" asked the young man leading an 
inspirational service attended by Men-
nonite and Brethren in Christ church 
leaders in Nicaragua. Silence ensued as 
everyone looked around. 
Then, breaking the suspense, the execu-
tive minister of the Nicaraguan Brethren 
in Christ Church motioned to the visit-
ing pastor from Cuba. And a stout, 
matronly woman dressed in blue walked 
forward. 
With no explanation or apology for 
not being a brother as requested, sister 
Juana Garcia immediately invited those 
present to open their Bibles to Daniel 6. 
There she read the familiar account of 
Daniel and the lion's den. Very elo-
quently she re-narrated the story, empha-
sizing the purity of the Hebrew "fellows" 
and the power of God in difficult situa-
tions. She encouraged her Nicaraguan 
audience to be faithful and active in their 
witness to the gospel. 
Anyone listening to Juana's preach-
ing that balmy March evening could 
guess that this was not the first time she 
had preached. Her soft voice resonated 
with confidence and experience while 
her hands supported the Bible like a 
mother holds a baby. 
In fact, Juana has been leader and 
pastor of the Cuban Brethren in Christ 
Church for the past 25 years, since the 
revolution commenced and the foreign 
missionaries left. 
At age 60 and seven months a widow, 
Juana had made her first trip to 
Nicaragua—in fact, her first trip outside 
of Cuba ever. There she was hosted by 
Joetta Handrich Schlabach is an MCC 
representative in Nicaragua. This interview 
was conducted during Juana Garcia's attend-
ance at a gathering of Mennonite and Breth-
ren in Christ held in March 1984. 
Nicaraguan church leaders who have 
had the privilege of visiting her in Cuba 
on several occasions since the Nicara-
guan revolution in 1979. During one 
such visit in 1982, the Nicaraguan exec-
utive minister ordained Juana and her 
husband to a ministry that was already 
several decades old! 
Juana 's plain-styled, hand-made 
clothing and long hair fastened in a roll 
are reminiscent of styles that foreign 
missionaries probably took to Cuba in 
the early 1950's. But her reflexive smile, 
sparkling eyes and rapid Spanish con-
versation quickly identify her as Latin 
American. 
Juana's bi-cultural appearance should 
be no surprise. North American mis-
sionaries brought her her first expe-
rience with the gospel that now domi-
nates her life. She was a young girl 
when, together with her mother, she 
accepted Christ during a church service 
held in a missionary home. Some time 
later she went to live with this family and 
they taught her many things about the 
Bible. 
Soon she was helping with their mis-
sion work, teaching Sunday school, 
working in an orphanage, and more. "I 
was like a daughter to them, and I still 
think of them as my spiritual parents," 
says Juana, even though she has trouble 
remembering what denomination they 
represented. She thinks they were 
Quakers. 
Prompted by her growing interest in 
church work, Juana left the missionaries 
and went to study for three years in a 
Bible institute. She remembers that the 
courses offered to women and men were 
different at that time. But exclusion 
from the "pastoral" track did not inhibit 
Juana from returning to work with the 
missionaries as they traveled to different 
parts of the island country. 
Juana made her first acquaintance 
with the Brethren in Christ Church in 
1954 when Brethren in Christ Missions 
sent their first missionaries, Howard 
and Pearl Wolgemuth, to Cuba. That 
same year she went to live and work 
with them. She emphasizes "work" be-
cause the missionaries spoke no Spanish 
when they arrived. She not only helped 
serve as their mouthpiece, but also 
learned English along the way. 
When the missionaries left Cuba just 
a few years later, they entrusted to 
Juana, then in her mid-thirties and still 
single, the leadership of the young, small 
church. "In the beginning," remembers 
Juana, "there was another young man 
that helped me, but then he left and I 
continued alone. There have been many 
lonely times during the years, but always 
there have been people that have helped 
out and the Lord has given strength." 
After nearly ten years of leading the 
church as a single woman, Juana mar-
ried in 1967. Her husband was an evan-
gelist. "He had a gift of preaching the 
gospel and won many souls for the 
Lord," says Juana. "And since he died 
last year . . . well I'm confident that 
he's with the Lord. And the Lord has 
given me this promise from Deuteron-
omy 31:6 that says, 'Be strong and of 
good courage, do not fear . . . for it is 
the Lord your God who goes with you; 
he will not fail you or forsake you.' " 
Juana, in genuine humility, does not 
easily accept compliments about her 
preaching. Neither does she consider 
herself unique as a female pastor, or 
"missionary" as she's often called in 
Cuba. She evidently has not had to 
struggle—either internally or with 
others—about her calling. 
According to Juana, women exercise 
a wide variety of roles, including preach-
ing, within the protestant churches in 
Cuba. Perhaps this is due to the exam-
ples set by foreign missionaries. Juana 
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comments, "The first missionaries that I 
mentioned, who taught me so much 
about the Bible, well the women preached 
all the time. I don't know if she had 
preached before she came, but she spoke 
better Spanish than her husband so she 
preached more." 
Another factor that cannot be over-
looked is the influence of a generation of 
radical social change. For Juana it is a 
matter of fact that women in the Cuban 
church are loved and respected by men 
and women alike. "Among our young 
people we're trying to teach equal respect 
for all people. We believe that the Bible 
teaches this, for example, where it says 
that women are supposed to submit to 
their husbands, but that the husbands 
are supposed to love their wives like 
their own flesh." 
And so, according to Juana, the word 
of God has the same power and chal-
lenge whether spoken by women or 
men. She remembers Jesus' remark that 
if his disciples were quiet, then the stones 
would cry out. "Well, if the stones can 
cry out, women must surely be able to 
speak!" 
Juana was a bit surprised to find such 
strict teaching against women's full par-
ticipation in parts of the Nicaraguan 
protestant churches. When one church 
leader was explaining a shortage of pas-
tors to begin new churches, she couldn't 
help but give some friendly counsel— 
"Well, use the women!" 
Having shepherded a small flock of 
Christians during a period of great 
social challenges, without any material 
resources or regular contact with those 
who first introduced her to the Lord, 
Juana has fortified herself with the 
examples of biblical characters who, like 
herself, lived through difficult times. 
Referring back to her sermon from 
Daniel, she chuckles and says that she 
often thinks of those young Hebrew fel-
lows. "They have inspired my life a lot. 
Faithfulness is one of the principal 
things and they were faithful to the 
Lord." 
She also finds strength in the life of 
Paul, quoting "if God is for us who can 
be against us" and "we can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens us." 
"I think life lacks something if there 
are no tests," concludes Juana. "People 
that never encounter difficulties don't 
grow. It's when we face the tests head-on 
that we feel the strength of the Lord. 
And he's always with us, even in the 
lion's den or in the fire with the three 
Hebrew fellows." B 
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Whom can we believe 
about Central 
Early in the month of May, I stood in 
a hotel lobby in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 
watching President Reagan on live tele-
vision delivering his address on Central 
America. I was part of a group of North 
American Mennonites on an intensive 
study seminar. We had just arrived in 
Honduras that morning, after five long 
days of listening and learning in 
Nicaragua. 
It was somewhat disconcerting to 
watch that familiar face speaking, while 
hearing an instantaneous translation in-
to Spanish. But even more disconcerting 
were the contradictions between what 
the president was telling millions of lis-
teners about Central America and what 
I had seen and heard during several 
weeks of travel in that part of the world. 
Some of us found ourselves becoming 
angry as we listened to statements from 
the president which we knew to be either 
distortions or untruths. It was especially 
annoying to hear him call others liars 
when he himself was misusing the truth. 
(Whether Reagan was consciously using 
false data, or whether he was simply 
quoting what others had told him, is a 
judgment that I can't make. But surely it 
is his responsibility to find and speak the 
truth.) 
During the weeks since that event, 1 
have spoken on Central America to 
dozens of audiences in several states and 
in Canada. Everywhere I have encoun-
tered the question, "But whom can we 
believe?" The media and official Washing-
ton give us one viewpoint, but many 
church workers, both expatriates and 
nationals, present quite a different per-
spective. 
Last October I listened to a promi-
nent United Methodist minister in Aus-
tin, Texas, address this problem of ten-
sion between the government version of 
reality and the views of many church 
and service workers. After his return 
from Central America, he found that he 
had to deal with audiences who gener-
ally accepted the official view and thus 
were skeptical when presented with an 
opposing view. 
Rev. Jack peacock boldly proposed 
that as Christians we must dare to chal-
lenge prevailing opinions that are domi-
nated by the ideology of the cold war. 
Instead, we must develop an "alternative 
world view" that begins with human 
values instead of geopolitics. 
We must learn to ask about the 
assumptions that different persons bring 
to a situation and the sources that they 
accept for their data. Does one look at 
the world from the top down—the posi-
tion of power and privilege—or from 
the bottom up—from among the peo-
ple? Which voices does one listen to— 
the rulers or the masses? 
My own experience and study have 
confirmed the crucial importance of 
perspective and location. After thirty 
years of observing Latin American is-
sues, I am much more inclined to believe 
what I learn from missionaries and ser-
vice workers than what I hear from offi-
cial sources. 
All too often we as ordinary citizens 
have assumed that the folks in Washing-
ton know more than we do about the 
issues, and therefore we have to accept 
their analysis of the situation. But we 
forget that persons in power may in fact 
have only limited access to a full range 
of information about problems. And 
they are usually heavily influenced by 
the prevailing ideologies. 
Let's look, for example, at the way in 
which the Kissinger Commission, went 
about its work for the Reagan adminis-
tration. Phillip Berryman, former Catho-
lic priest with years of experience in 
Central America, has prepared a careful 
critique of the Commission's report. He 
writes: "The Report offers an elite view 
of Central America. The all-male Com-
mission was made up of elites and the 
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300 people contacted in Central Amer-
ica were almost all from local business 
and government elites. Of the 105 indi-
viduals who appeared before the Com-
mission in the U.S., few have had on-
the-ground experience in Central Ameri-
ca and apparently none has had sus-
tained grassroots experience there." 
Other experienced persons have com-
mented on the way in which the report is 
dominated by a cold war (East/West) 
mentality, to the neglect of the indige-
nous roots of revolution in poverty and 
oppression (the North/South perspec-
tive). 
With such sources of information, it's 
no wonder that President Reagan speaks 
from a distorted viewpoint. But we can't 
blame the Kissinger commission for 
Reagan's description of the "contras" 
attacking Nicaragua as "freedom fight-
ers." After talking as I did with witnesses 
of contra atrocities against Nicaraguan 
civilians, and hearing from respected 
sources that the contras would collapse 
without U.S. aid, would he dare to 
speak of "freedom" in this way? 
Let me offer some other examples of 
the perspective problem from my own 
recent contacts with the complex Cen-
tral American scene. 
Early in June, I was present at a gath-
ering of evangelical leaders discussing 
the Latin American situation. The spe-
cial guest for one session was Mrs. Jeane 
Kirkpatrick, U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations. In her defense of the 
administration's policy of supporting 
armed opposition against the people of 
Nicaragua, she presented a lengthy re-
counting of alleged wrongdoings by the 
Sandinista government. A major part of 
her list consisted of violations of reli-
gious freedom. 
When she was finished, an immediate 
challenge came from the floor. John 
Stam, a missionary in Costa Rica for 
thirty years who has spent much of the 
past three years in Nicaragua, began to 
refute point by point a number of her 
allegations. His argument was simply: 
"If you are mistaken about things that I 
know by experience and investigation, 
why should I believe anything you say?" 
Others in the audience questioned the 
ambassador about the sources of her 
data. She mentioned Costa Rican jour-
nalists and government representatives. 
Acknowledging Stam's claim to on-the-
ground experience in Nicaragua, she 
simply said, "You have your sources; I 
have mine." (It should be noted that 
Mrs. Kirkpatrick was invited to her 
cabinet level post on the basis of her 
writings on U.S. policy toward Latin 
America. But prior to her appointment, 
she had no real experience in a Latin 
American country.) 
Recently Christine Wiebe, graduate 
of Goshen College and now a writer for 
Resources on Central America released 
Two new resources on Central 
America have been released by 
Mennonite Central Committee 
Peace Section. 
The August 1984 issue of Men-
nonite Quarterly Review features 
papers from the MCC-sponsored 
Central American Symposium, held 
in 1983. The publication costs $5 
and can be ordered from MCC 
Peace Section, Akron, Pa., 17501; 
or Provident Bookstores MQR 
Dept., 40 E. King St., Lancaster, 
Pa., 17602 or 117 King St., W„ 
Kitchener, ON, Canada N2G 4M5. 
Just published is a booklet by 
Arnold Snyder on "The Relevance 
of Anabaptist Nonviolence for Nica-
ragua Today." The booklet was 
prepared as the 1983-84 C. Henry 
Smith Peace Lecture at Goshen, 
(Ind.) and Bluffton (Ohio) Colleges. 
It first appeared in the Spring 1984 
issues of the Conrad Grebel Review. 
Snyder, formerly associate pro-
fessor of history at Bluffton Col-
lege, is now coordinator of Witness 
for Peace in Nicaragua. 
The booklet is available from 
MCC Peace Section for $1. 
Salvadoran refugees wash clothes at Mesa Grande Camp in Honduras. The Hondu 
ran Mennonite Church and MCC have worked with the refugees since 1981. 
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Working together with local farmers is one thing 
MCCers can do to increase food supplies in Africa, 
Latin and North America, Asia and the Middle East. 
Your contributions make this work possible. 
Mennonite Central Committee. 
Working at food production in 35 countries. 
the Knoxville, Tennessee, News-Sentinel, 
spent ten days in El Salvador. She was 
able to travel with Mennonite Central 
Committee workers and meet hundreds 
of people as the basis for her reporting. 
Her reports, published early in May, 
present a strikingly different picture of 
El Salvador from that found in most 
media. Listening to the voices of the 
poor, she discovered that they fear the 
army much more than the guerrillas. "If 
U.S. military aid to El Salvador dried 
up, the government would fall quickly, 
many Salvadorans said." 
How may we account for the varia-
tions in reporting on El Salvador? Wiebe 
writes: "The press in El Salvador is more 
like a lap-dog than a watchdog. . . . 
Many U.S. journalists live on the second 
floor of the Camino Real hotel, which is 
just like a posh Hilton. . . . The jour-
nalists often gather at the bar to talk 
about their work, resulting in similar 
coverage. Some reporters do not speak 
Spanish. . . . Sometimes the questions 
that need to be asked require a different 
perspective than that held by many U.S. 
reporters." 
Reporter Wiebe also wrote that her 
statements on human rights violations 
in El Salvador were totally reversed in 
the story that appeared in the local press 
after her visit. 
Biblically informed people will not be 
surprised to learn that there is a theolog-
ical explanation for all of this. 
Walter Brueggemann speaks of the 
"royal ideology" that has characterized 
ruling regimes ever since the kings of the 
Old Testament. Their view of reality is 
shaped by the circumstances of the royal 
court with its trappings of power and 
privilege. Rulers by nature are inclined 
to listen more to the whines of the 
greedy than to the cries of the needy. 
The prophets of God are called to 
speak out against injustice and oppres-
sion, to confront and unmask the royal 
ideology on behalf of God and the peo-
ple. But the prophets are usually chal-
lenged and thrown out of the royal 
court. Their message is the last thing 
that the regime wants to hear. 
But it's not only the rulers who are 
caught up in the royal ideology. Brueg-
gemann writes: "The prophets address a 
people so enmeshed in the royal ideol-
ogy, so believing the dominant truth 
that was traded on, that they had lost 
touch with the elemental realities. 
Neither the holiness of God nor the hurt 
of the neighbor gained any attention any 
more." 
Whom then are we to believe? If we 
still care about "the holiness of God and 
the hurt of the neighbor," I'm convinced 
that the real truth is more likely to be 
found with the Berrymans, Stams, and 
Wiebes than with the Reagans, Kirkpat-
ricks, and Kissingers. 
John R. Burkholder teaches at Goshen 
College and has been on a special short-term 
Mennonite Central Committee assignment 
for Central American interpretation. 
Church relief workers killed, kidnapped in Nicaragua 
AKRON, Pa.—Counterrevolution-
ary guerrillas from Honduras, backed 
by U.S. money and arms, have attacked 
trucks carrying food and humanitarian 
supplies to victims in the war zone in 
northern Nicaragua, a spokesman from 
CEPAD, the evangelical church's relief 
and development organization in Nica-
ragua, reports. Four workers have been 
kidnapped and five people have died in 
recent attacks. 
According to a September 18 telex 
from CEPAD, four relief workers dis-
appeared while transporting supplies for 
the CEPAD programs in the Zelaya 
Norte region in July. After an investiga-
tion, CEPAD reported that the men 
were kidnapped and taken into Hondu-
ras. Morgan Almanza, director of the 
CEPAD agriculture projects in the re-
gion, was one of the four. CEPAD 
reports that his wife recently gave birth 
to a baby girl and prays that Morgan 
and the others will be able to return 
safely. 
A bombing attack on the Santa Clara 
military training base in early September 
resulted in the death of a farmer and two 
young girls. Two North Americans fight-
ing with the counterrevolutionaries were 
also killed when the helicopter they were 
riding in during the attack crashed. 
One of the girls, Alba Luz, was visit-
ing the base to sell bread, and was hit by 
a rocket. She was a faithful member of 
the Assembly of God Church near Santa 
Clara. Her last words were, "Oh God, 
help me." At her funeral her mother 
pleaded with Witness for Peace workers 
who attended, "Please intercede for us 
before your government. Help the North 
American Christians understand our 
suffering." 
On the same day as the bombing 
attack on Santa Clara, a CEPAD truck 
was hit with machine gun fire in the 
town of Sumubila, also in the Zelaya 
region. Two people in the truck were 
killed, Adolfo Bushey, a member of the 
Moravian Church, and a 6-month-old 
baby girl. Four more were injured by the 
guerrilla gunfire. 
So far this year, almost 2,000 Nicara-
guan civilians have been killed in coun-
terrevolutionary activity. The war has 
crippled Nicaragua's economy and de-
velopment. The CEPAD report ex-
plains, "Resources that could well be 
utilized for the development of our 
country are, instead, used to defend our 
people and land from kidnappings, de-
struction and death coming from U.S.-
backed counterrevolutionaries." 
In response to the CEPAD telex, 
Edgar Stoesz, Mennonite Central Com-
mittee associate executive secretary, at 
the instruction of the MCC executive 
committee which met in September, 
sent a message to Langhorne Motley, 
assistant secretary of Inter-American 
affairs of the U.S. State Department. 
The MCC message reads: "CEPAD 
asks us to intervene with the U.S. govern-
ment to cease support of counterrevolu-
tionary activity. Accordingly we repeat 
our previous appeals that the United 
States cease fueling the conflict with 
weapons and work instead toward a 
negotiated settlement." 
In reporting on the situation in Nica-
ragua, Stoesz requested the executive 
committee to pray for workers with 
CEPAD. The MCC message to CEPAD 
reads: "We are also informing the 
churches, asking for their continued 
prayers on your behalf." 
In 1984 the U.S. government pro-
vided $24 million in military assistance 
to counterrevolutionaries who operate 
from both Honduran and Costa Rican 
bases. The counterrevolutionary guerril-
las are attempting to overthrow the 
Sandinista government. 
The New York Times reports that in 
addition to official U.S. government 
aid, U.S. private organizations have 
provided approximately $10 million in 
aid to the counterrevolutionaries with 
U.S. government approval and help. 
—Joy Hofer • 
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"Alive '85" evangelism 
convention planned 
An inter-church evangelism conven-
tion is scheduled to meet at the Regency 
Hotel in Denver, Colorado, from Thurs-
day evening, April 11, to Sunday after-
noon, April 14, 1985. The purpose of 
this event is to "celebrate the good news 
of the gospel," said Arthur Climenhaga, 
chairman of the planning committee. 
"We need to underscore the evangelistic 
mission of the church, to inspire and call 
to renewed commitment to Jesus Christ, 
and to instruct and equip believers for 
the ministry of evangelism." 
The planning committee for the con-
vention was appointed by the Council of 
Moderators and Secretaries of Brethren 
in Christ and Mennonite Churches, and 
the Church of the Brethren. The execu-
tive committee giving leadership to the 
planning includes a person from each 
denomination. 
Other persons on the planning com-
mittee include Myron Augsburger of 
Washington, DC, and George R. Brunk, 
II, of Harrisonburg, VA. Laban Peach-
ey is serving as a part-time staff person. 
The theme chosen by the planning 
committee is "ALIVE . . . 85! Evan-
gelism and Church Growth in Action." 
A text to help focus the convention was 
also selected: "Sounding forth the word 
of Life." (1 Thess. 1:8). 
The plenary sessions of the conven-
tion will be times of worship, celebra-
tion, inspiration and sharing stories from 
congregations about "what is happening 
to us." 
Friday and Saturday afternoon each 
will feature 30 workshops on a wide 
variety of topics such as Friendship 
Evangelism, Equipping Youth Leader-
ship for Evangelism, Ethnic Church 
Planting, Effective Crusade Evangelism, 
and Winning our Professional Peers. 
"Throughout our churches, many peo-
ple are experiencing new outreach, 
church planting, church growth," ob-
served Floyd Bartel during a planning 
session. He pointed out that an in-
creasing number of our church mem-
bers are new, having recently discovered 
the Anabaptist-Pietist heritage. 
The planning committee expects a 
great interest and large attendance. The 
hotel and nearby facilities can accom-
modate 2,500 persons. Convention lead-
ers hope at least 500 attending will be 
young people. 
Information on registration and pro-
gram details will be made available 
through the office of Don Shafer, Gen-
eral Secretary. 
Study tour focuses on church renewal 
and peace witness in Europe by Marlin Miller 
On Sunday, August 6, Christians 
from East Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Japan, Canada and the United States 
gathered in an East Berlin parish to con-
fess a common faith and worship to-
gether in the name of Jesus Christ. 
The preacher came from Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. The worship leader and 
presiding pastor reside in the East Berlin 
parish. The 17-voice "choir" came as a 
study-tour group from Mennonite and 
Mennonite-related groups in Japan, the 
United States and Canada. 
The sermon drew upon the story of 
Jesus walking on the water, Peter's 
initial enthusiasm as he set out to meet 
Jesus, and his anxiety as he began to 
sink into the waves. Threatened by the 
forces of evil in our time, Christians may 
respond like Peter, the pastor said. 
In particular, since the explosion of 
the first atomic bomb in August 1945 
over Hiroshima, the threat of nuclear 
annihilation has become more menac-
ing. But the Good News from the risen 
Christ encourages Christians even now 
that they "may" love rather than hate, 
and "may" live by the Gospel in this 
epoch opened by the Bomb. In this 
perspective they are called to walk in 
hope as well as in realism with their eyes 
fixed on Christ who enables them to 
follow Him in the midst of the forces of 
evil in this world. 
On that same Sunday the congrega-
tion received as a new member a woman 
in her mid-twenties. She had been bap-
tized as a ten-year-old, but had drifted 
away from active church involvement. 
During her university studies and pro-
fessional training she renewed her search 
for meaning in life. 
Troubled by political events, by a 
world view that reduced human indi-
viduals to material and social beings 
without ultimate significance, and by 
self-serving lifestyles, she returned to the 
church and a renewed faith. She re-
counted how she had changed voca-
tional and professional directions in 
order to serve others as a Christian 
rather than as a party member. 
On the anniversary of the Hiroshima 
bomb, she confessed her new faith in 
Christ, her readiness to witness to him in 
daily life, and her commitment to work 
for peace in a divided world. 
Members of the choir concluded the 
service with song number 606, "Praise 
God from Whom," from the Mennonite 
Hymnal. The sharing in a common faith 
and commitment continued as the tour 
members gathered with their hosts 
around the noon meal, participated in 
an afternoon seminar at a Protestant 
hospital, and returned to their overnight 
lodging in the homes of congregational 
members. 
August 6 was only one day in the 
itinerary of a Mennonite Central Com-
mittee-sponsored study group on church 
renewal and Christian peace witness in 
Eastern and Western Europe. The study 
tour began in Strasbourg immediately 
after Mennonite World Conference on 
July 29 and ended in Amsterdam on 
August 10. 
Between Strasbourg and Amsterdam, 
the group traveled to Prague, Czecho-
slovakia, to Herrnhut, Dresden, Lub-
benau, and East Berlin in East Ger-
many, and to West Berlin and Kiel in 
West Germany. 
The tour was intended primarily to 
orient North American church leaders 
to churches in these two countries. As 
one participant said early in the two-
week experience, it became a time of 
"disorientation." Old stereotypes and 
expections fell away. Responses to newly 
perceived questions about church re-
newal in East and West did not come 
easily or quickly. 
Among the 17 participants in the tour 
was Arlene Miller, professor at Messiah 
College, Grantham, Pa. The tour also 
included Larry Miller, Walter Sawatsky, 
and Barbara Willems from the Menno-
nite Central Committee in Europe and 
the United States; Paul and Ann Ging-
rich, and Wilbert and Juanita Shenk 
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from the Mennonite Board of Missions 
in Elkhart, Ind. LeRoy and Pauline 
Kennel from Chicago and James Walt-
ner from Normal, 111., came to the tour 
from pastoral and congregational minis-
tries. 
Other participants included Gerald 
Shenk, former student and church 
worker in Yugoslavia (presently a grad-
uate student in Chicago); Mary Alene 
Miller, missionary in Obihiro, Japan; 
David and Roswith Mason, members of 
the Hutterian Society of Brothers in Rif-
ton, N. Y., and Marlin E., and Ruthann 
Miller from the Associated Mennonite 
Biblical Seminaries in Elkhart, Ind. 
The tour built on relations between 
MCC and church groups in both East-
ern and Western Europe that have been 
cultivated for some time, such as with 
the Comenius Theological Faculty and 
the Christian Peace Conference in 
Prague, a Mennonite and Mennonite-
related congregation in West Berlin, and 
the Dutch Mennonite peace and mis-
sion groups in Amsterdam. 
The study tour also became an occa-
sion to become better acquainted with 
or to initiate conversations with Mora-
vian Brethren and two Protestant con-
gregations related to the Christian Peace 
Conference in East Germany, as well as 
to a German Protestant relief and ser-
vice agency called the Sign of Reconcili-
ation, and a newly established Christian 
community in West Germany. 
Conversations with East European Christians 
on the church, peace and consumerism 
Western Christians are always won-
dering about the state of the church in 
Eastern Europe. After meeting church 
leaders in Eastern Europe, we felt no 
surprise that the church is alive and well 
and continues to grow "behind the iron 
curtain." 
For those of us on a Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee-sponsored study tour to 
Eastern and Western Europe July 29 to 
August 10, it was encouraging and grati-
fying to hear stories of how vital Chris-
tianity is there. We are thankful that 
young people are increasingly attracted 
to church fellowship and that they have 
renewed interest in the sacraments and 
in the meaning of the Bible. For instance, 
the enrollment in the Protestant semi-
nary in Prague, Czechoslovakia, has 
doubled in the last three years. 
Yet church leaders and lay people we 
met pressed on us a very different 
agenda. One cannot investigate peace in 
Europe without receiving the challenge: 
"How are you North Americans influ-
encing your government for peace in the 
world?" 
It became increasingly clear that 
European Christians in both the East 
and West do not separate church and 
state concerns on the subject of peace-
making. We may not use their exact 
ideological language, but we cannot 
deny that the problems they identify are 
also our concerns. 
Number one is the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons and now, their place-
ment in Europe. But also, seen as relat-
ing to this world crisis, they mentioned 
the rampant materialism of the West. 
How can Christians seem to condone 
America's consumption of 40 percent of 
the world's resources, even though they 
represent only 6 percent of the world's 
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population? Are not Christians in North 
America aware of this trend and of how 
it adversely affects African and Asian 
nations? And what are they doing about 
it? we were asked. 
Church people in Eastern Europe 
were first concerned about peacemak-
ing. According to European church 
leaders, the church in Europe is in a 
special time, a kairos time. The church 
must deal with the current nuclear crisis, 
which they feel is accelerated by the pol-
icies of the Reagan administration and 
its deteriorating relationship with the 
Soviet Union. 
This kairos is seen as a time for Euro-
peans to speak to and appeal to us in a 
new way. "You as members of the 
churches in the West have the power to 
force governments the way you want," 
one city official in Dresden observed 
when commenting on Mennonites and 
their responsibility for their own govern-
ment's policies. 
Then why, Christians wonder, is the 
American government, particularly the 
Reagan administration, permitted to 
increasingly alienate the Soviet Union? 
"We cannot understand how your pres-
ident thinks when he makes such state-
ments as 'All evil is incarnate in the 
Soviet Union.' " 
We considered questions of consum-
erism and lifestyle as we drove through 
austere villages in Czechoslovakia and 
East Germany. We wondered if the 
people do not feel resentment on seem-
ingly having so much less than we do in 
the West. 
But if the grocery and department 
stores are not burgeoning with products 
as they are in the West, we did not hear 
Christians complaining about this. They 
expressed deep regret about not being 
by Mary Alene Miller 
able to travel freely outside their coun-
tries. But they do not envy the West its 
consumerism. 
"We have enough. There is nothing 
more we need," I heard repeatedly as I 
tried to suggest some book or household 
article I could mail my Eastern Euro-
pean hosts, betraying my shock at how 
limited material resources were. 
This adamant refusal to need some 
article from the West was not faked. The 
refusal reflected awareness of our con-
sumerism. The attitude was disappoint-
ment with our failure to disengage our-
selves in the West from our materialism. 
It seemed a challenge to rechannel our 
material resources from destruction and 
war-making into providing enough for 
the Third World. 
The Christians I met in Europe have 
little, compared to my lifestyle in Japan, 
but "little is enough." They are practic-
ing more-with-less with a spiritual authen-
ticity. 
At one point in our travels, we were 
gently chided that "Mennonites with-
draw into their own arena." The mes-
sage I received from European Menno-
nites were that we are not doing enough 
to work for peace. 
As I walked to Sunday worship ser-
vice in East Berlin with my hosts, the 
church bells pealing ("in a communist 
country!"), I resolved to worry less 
about the spiritual health of the church 
in Soviet bloc countries. My responsibil-
ity is more to work on a practical level to 
change destructive forces for which I am 
responsible in a democratic "Christian" 
society. 
Mary Alene Miller is a Mennonite Board 
of Missions worker in Obihiro, Japan. 
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Bookstore given 
to Board for 
Media Ministries 
The Board for Media Ministries, Inc., 
has just received its first trust, a Chris-
tian bookstore. On October 1, B. J. 
Gospel Supply of Williamsport, Pa., 
owned by Lane and June Hostetter, was 
placed in trust with the Board for Media 
Ministries as beneficiary and trustee. 
This brings to 13 the number of Chris-
tian bookstores the board now operates 
in the United States. A sister store, the 
Bible Book Nook in St. Catherines, 
Ontario, is owned and operated by the 
Canadian Conference of the Brethren in 
Christ. 
U.S. sales in 1984 are anticipated to 
be approximately 5 million dollars. 
Revenues generated by the stores help to 
make possible other ministries of the 
board, such as publishing Christian edu-
cation materials and the Evangelical 
Visitor. 
Allegheny Conference 
A teacher training seminar was held by the Big 
Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa. The seminar 
focused on early childhood and elementary age 
children. • The Leaman Film Series was viewed by 
the Carlisle, Pa., congregation during the months 
of September and October. The series, "Growing 
Up Whole in a Breaking Down World," is geared 
for the entire family. 
The Montgomery church, Mercersburg, Pa., 
reports holding a barn harvest meeting. Members 
of the congregation brought food which was dis-
tributed to those in need. • Recent guests of the 
New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
were Sam and Erma Jean Bert. They showed 
slides of their last term in Zambia. 
The Pleasant View congregation, Red Lion, 
Pa., held their annual musical services during the 
month of July. Groups participating in the com-
munity outreach were the Kerstetter Family, the 
Missionaries, the Gospel Light Singers, and Linda 
Damico. • A hymn sing was hosted by the Waynes-
boro, Pa., congregation with five other congrega-
tions. Those participating were: Five Forks, Hol-
lowell, Paramount, Van Lear, and Walkersville. 
Atlantic Conference 
A Christian education rally was held by the 
Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation. The film, "Dis-
Position Available 
The Board of Administration took action at its mid-October 
meetings to establish an Office for Planned Giving to function 
under the direction of the Commission on Stewardship and 
Finance. The resources of this office would be available to indi-
viduals and families to provide help in estate planning, wills, 
deferred giving, etc. Planned Giving will help support our 
churches ministries at the congregational, regional conference, 
general conference and international levels. 
The Commission is seeking an individual to serve as the Exec-
utive Director to be located in the eastern United States, prefera-
bly Pennsylvania, with the ability to travel as necessary. Techni-
cal training in planned giving could be provided to an otherwise 
qualified individual. 
Interested persons should address inquires and send a resume 
as soon as possible to Harold Chubb (COSF chairman), Box A, 
Grantham, PA 17027. Resumes must be in his office by December 
20, 1984. 
cover Your Gifts" was shown. • The Harrisburg, 
Pa., congregation held a potluck supper in honor 
of Bob and Carmy Hess's return from voluntary 
service. The couple spent three years with MCC in 
Kentucky. 
Dick Groff and Charlie Starr: mortgage burn-
ing at Lancaster. 
On Sunday, Sept. 9, the Lancaster, Pa., congre-
gation celebrated final payment of their building 
loan with a mortgage burning service. A panel 
featured Ruth Dourte and several building com-
mittee members. • Guests John Peterson and Bar-
bara Willand presented a "Focus on Europe" to 
the Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa. Mr. 
Peterson was a 1976 Olympic gold medalist with 
Athletes in Action in Vienna. Ms. Willand is 
assistant executive secretary for MCC Peace Sec-
tion International and has traveled extensively in 
Eastern and Western Europe. 
Recent guests of the Mt. Pleasant congregation, 
Mt. Joy, Pa., were Phyllis Engle and Rev. Jacob 
Shenk. Phyllis brought greetings from the church 
in Zambia, and a question and answer period 
followed Rev. Shenk's message. • A teacher train-
ing seminar was held by the Palmyra, Pa., congre-
gation on Tuesday evening, Sept. 25. Workshops 
for every department were held. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., 
was scheduled to hold a Missions Conference Oct. 
19-21, with Rev. and Mrs. James Cober and Rev. 
and Mrs. Gordon Gilmore as speakers. 
On Sunday, Sept. 16, Rev. and Mrs. David 
Climenhaga were installed as the pastoral couple 
of the Cross Roads Memorial Church, Kitchener, 
Ont. Bishop Harvey Sider conducted the service. 
A farewell service was held for Rev. and Mrs. Paul 
Storms on Sept. 9. • Recent guests of the Heise 
Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., were John and 
Lucille Graybill. Also, a talent night was held on 
Sunday evening, Sept. 23. 
The Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., 
observed its 25th anniversary on Oct. 13-14. 
Former pastors John Schock and Alan Heise were 
present for the services. • Rev. Ken and Jane Case 
were welcomed by the Wainfleet, Ont., congrega-
tion as the assistant pastoral couple. 
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Pastor Kenneth Reid (left) looks on as the congregation lined up to register with the secretary on 
Charter Membership Sunday. Each person gave a testimony about their personal salvation and 
their desire to become a part of the Peace Light congregation. 
Central Conference 
Five persons were baptized by the Fairview 
congregation, Englewood, Oh., on Sunday eve-
ning, Sept. 2. • Rev. and Mrs. Stephen Russell 
assumed pastoral duties August 1 at the North-
ridge Extension Church, Springfield, Oh. 
The Pleasant Hill, Oh., congregation recently 
held a volleyball game, using their new parking lot. 
Homemade ice cream was served after the activity 
time. 
Prayer is the emphasis of the first Wednesday 
night of each month by the Union Grove congre-
gation, New Paris, In. • Carl Ulery, former pastor 
and bishop, brought the morning message to the 
Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Oh., on 
Sept. 23. 
Midwest Conference 
Paul Hostetler, Assistant Director of Steward-
ship, shared with the Bethany congregation, 
Thomas, Ok., on Sunday, Sept. 2. He showed his 
slides of Japan in the Sunday school hour. • The 
Dallas Center, la., congregation held a farewell 
meal for Ruthie Rosenberger prior to her leaving 
to work in Mexico with Lois Raser. 
Pastor Warren Hoffman led a workshop on the 
spiritual gifts for the Oklahoma City, Ok., congre-
gation. The workshop was held on the five Sun-
days in September. • The Darrel Brubakers were 
installed on Sunday, Sept. 9, as pastoral couple of 
the Sandia congregation, Albuquerque, NM. 
Bishop Glenn Ginder was in charge of the service. 
Sandia was recently changed from Pacific to 
Midwest Conference. 
Pacific Congregation 
The Labish congregation, Salem, Or., has chal-
lenged the Moreno congregation, Riverside, Ca„ 
to a Sunday school drive. The goal is to see which 
congregation can achieve the greatest percentage 
increase in a six week period. 
A time of commissioning was held during the 
Sunday morning worship service on Sept. 9 for all 
teachers of the Upland, Ca„ congregation. 
Peace Light Church 
begins second year 
With a few seed families, an enthusias t ic 
pas to r , a great vision, a n d God ' s blessings, a 
new Bre thren in Chris t church p lan t ing got 
u n d e r way in the spr ing of '83 in the Get tys-
burg , Pa . a rea . We n a m e d ourselves The 
Peace Light C h u r c h a n d f o r m e d a music 
g r o u p , The Peace Light Singers. There were 
22 interested peop le at the first ga ther ing, 
which has n o w g rown to 60, averaging 50 per 
S u n d a y . We held services a t a b a n k , then a 
r e s t au ran t , and n o w at the s h o w r o o m of a 
ca r dealership. In M a r c h of 1984, we estab-
lished an official ros ter fo r membersh ip , 
elected a c h u r c h b o a r d , a n d are n o w eager 
a n d exci ted a b o u t the pu rchase of land. 
Besides meet ing o u r cur ren t expenses, we 
have a bui ld ing f u n d of $ 14,849. But G o d has 
been work ing in even bet ter ways. Eighteen 
persons have been saved. Nine were bapt ized 
at a beau t i fu l service in the fall with p r e p a r a -
t ions being m a d e fo r a n o t h e r service soon . 
The Peace Light Singers have ex tended 
t h e i r m i n i s t r y t h r o u g h m u s i c t o m a n y 
churches in the a rea as well as in eight vesper 
services at a c o m m u n i t y pa rk . 
We fielded a sof tba l l t e a m in a church 
league. M u c h fe l lowship was en joyed, b u t 
best of all, as a result of this activity, three 
persons gave their hear ts to the Lord . 
God has opened m a n y d o o r s t o us, br ing-
ing toge ther people with unbel ievable ta lents 
which they are mos t willing t o use fo r the 
Lord ' s work . God ' s p iesence is surely with us 
a n d we are t ruly a pa r t of the family of God . 
—Regina Orndorff. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Bornemann: David Murray, Sept. 12; James 
and Harriet Bornemann, Palmyra congregation, 
Pa. 
Caruthers: Corey Michael, Aug. 9; Carl and 
Jody Caruthers, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Ciampi: Michael Nathanael, Sept. 11; Joe and 
Sharon Ciampi, Labish congregation, Or. 
Clapp: Jessica Dawn, Aug. 14; Tim and Patty 
Clapp, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Detwiler: Aaron Schoenly, Feb. 17; Gerald 
and Diane Detwiler, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Ditch: Tyler William, Aug. 15; Mike and Denise 
Ditch, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Jeremy Robert, Aug. 23; Paul and Linda 
Hess, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Keller: Nathan Paul, Sept. 5; Phil and Cindy 
Keller, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Daniel Lee, Aug. 13; Ray and Linda 
Martin, Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Meyers: Jody Lynn, July 27; Dean and Nancy 
Meyers, Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Rice: Amanda Catherine, Richard and Jane 
Rice, Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Sherk: Gregory Robert, Aug. 20; Bob and 
Karen Sherk, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Ziegler: Justin Dylan, Aug. 9; Mr. and Mrs. 
Barry Ziegler, Silverdale congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Balch-Weaver: Lesa, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Gilmore, and John, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Balch, Ridgeway, Ont., Aug. 25 in St. 
Luke's Lutheran Church with Rev. E. C. Flewel-
ling and Rev. Donna Seamone officiating. 
Brungart-Keim: Deborah Keim, Cleona, Pa., 
and Derrick Brungart, Lebanon, Pa., Aug. 24 in 
the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Earl Musser officiating. 
Howe-Hudalla: Kimberly Teresa, daughter of 
Karen and Vernon Hudalla, Minneapolis, Mn., 
and David Vaughn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Howe, Urbandale, la., Aug. 10 in the First Con-
gregational Church, Minneapolis, with grandfather 
of the groom. Rev. Ernest Dohner, officiating. 
Robinson-Thompson: Angela, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Thompson, and Rick, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Robinson, June 30 in the 
Pleasant View Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Harold Bowers officiating. 
Stokes-Bowers: Duanne Elizabeth, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Harold Bowers, and David, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Glenville Stokes, July 20 in the 
Pleasant View Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Simon Lehman Jr. officiating. 
Wagner-Musser: Faithe, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Earl Musser, Cleona, Pa., and Keith Wagner, 
Jonestown, Pa., Aug. 18 in the Fairland Brethren 
in Christ Church with father of the bride and Rev. 
John Z. Martin officiating. 
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Deadline: March 1, 1985 
Christian Holiness Association 
plans 117th annual convention 
The Christian Holiness Association 
will host its 117th annual convention at 
Bethany First Church of the Nazarene, 
6789 NW 39th Expressway, Bethany, 
OK (near Oklahoma City), April 23rd-
25th, 1985. 
The theme for this year's convention 
will be "Holiness And Hope—For The 
21st Century." Featured speakers for the 
gathering will include Dr. David Le-
Shana, president of Seattle Pacific Uni-
versity; Dr. Earle Wilson, a general 
superintendent in the Wesleyan Church; 
and Lt. Colonel Paul Rader, principal 
of the Salvation Army School for Offic-
ers' Training in Suffern, NY. The pro-
gram will also include daily Bible stu-
dies, and workshops with a wide range 
of seminars. 
The Christian Holiness Association 
was founded in 1867, by a group of 
Methodist ministers, who met in Phila-
delphia for their first planning meeting. 
One month later, 15,000 persons attended 
the first C. H. A. Camp Meeting in Vine-
land, NJ. The organization has grown to 
include 17 denominations, 50 educa-
tional institutions, state and local asso-
ciations, and a number of overseas 
affiliates. 
Darius Salter, executive director of 
C.H.A., reports that Bethany, Okla-
homa, is in every way suitable for a 
C.H.A. Convention. Both lodging and 
meal costs will be less expensive than in 
recent years. 
Dr. Ponder Gilliland, pastor of the 
Bethany First Church of the Nazarene 
and chairman of the 1985 Convention 
Host Committee, has extended a warm 
invitation to the C.H.A. constituency. 
For more information, contact the 
C.H.A. Central Office at P.O. Box 
68289, Portland, OR 97268, or phone 
(503) 654-6707. 
Obituaries 
Shelly: Anna Nora Brubaker Shelly, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., born Sept. 3,1896, died July 15,1984. 
She was married to Engle Shelly who died August 
30,1984. She is survived by 3 sons: Lester, Harold, 
and Herbert; 2 daughters: Ruth Wingert and 
Miriam Byers; 15 grandchildren; and 15 great-
grandchildren. She was a member of the Maytown 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Avery Musser 
conducted the funeral service in the Cross Roads 
Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in the 
Cross Roads Cemetery. 
Shelly: Engle E. Shelly, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
born March 29, 1895, died August 30, 1984. He 
was married to Anna Nora Shelly who preceded 
him in death on July 15, 1984. He is survived by 3 
sons: Lester, Harold and Herbert; 2 daughters: 
Ruth Wingert and Miriam Byers; 15 grandchil-
dren; 15 great-grandchildren; and a sister, Mary 
Slaymaker. He was a member of the Maytown 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Avery Musser 
conducted the funeral service in the Cross Roads 
Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in the 
Cross Roads Cemetery. 
Shenk: Jacob H. Shenk, Mount Joy, Pa., born 
April 14, 1904, died August 13, 1984. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Faye; two sons: Earl R. and Rev. 
Jacob R.; and four daughters: Esther Ruhl, Ruth 
Wenger, Elizabeth Ritchie and Arlene Horst. He 
was a member of the Mount Pleasant Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Jerel L. Book and Rev. Jacob R. 
Shenk. Interment was in the Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery. 
Stoops: Merle E. Stoops, born August 1, 1899, 
died August 22, 1984. He was married to Edna B. 
West who survives. Also surviving are two chil-
dren: Esther Martin and Edwin; four grandchil-
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dren; six great-grandchildren; and a brother. He 
was a member of the Fairview Avenue Brethren in 
Christ Church where Rev. Lynn Thrush and 
Bishop H. Frank Kipe conducted the funeral ser-
vice. Interment was in the Green Hill Cemetery. 
Yoder: Leroy G. Yoder, Harrisburg, Pa., born 
Nov. 19, 1908, in Wakarusa, In., died July 5,1984. 
He was the son of Lloyd and Elsie Good Yoder. 
On April 21, 1935, he married Vida L. McCulloh 
who survives. Also surviving are 3 sons: L. Wil-
liam, David L., and Lawrence M.; 3 daughters: R. 
Evangeline Schwartz, Margaret L. Groff, and S. 
Kathleen Shendenhelm; 18 grandchildren; 2 sis-
ters: Leora G. and Kathryn Shank; and a brother, 
Harold. He pastored the Messiah Home Chapel as 
well as Brethren in Christ Churches in Paddock-
wood, Sask.; Allisonia, Va.; and York, Pa. He was 
a member of the Harrisburg Brethren in Christ 
Church where he taught a Sunday school class. 
Rev. Glenn Dalton conducted the funeral service 
in the Grantham Church. Interment was in Gran-
tham Memorial Park. 
Tribute 
Leroy Yoder was a man whose life was marked 
by love, service and caring. He was deeply devoted 
to the call of ministry. He had a sense of the need 
of the world and gave himself sacrificially in 
accomplishing the mission of the church. 
Brother Yoder was the first Brethren in Christ 
minister to go to the North Star church in Sas-
katchewan, Canada. Later he served many years 
in long pastorates at Locust Grove and at Messiah 
Home Chapel. 
He had a deep love for the church and well 
understood the significance of brotherhood. He 
faithfully handled the Word, conducted a mean-
ingful service, and was loved by his people. 
John A. Byers 
for the Board of Bishops 
Six scholarships 
to be awarded in 
mental health field 
Mennonite Mental Health Services 
(MMHS) awards six scholarships each 
spring to college or graduate students 
pursuing careers in mental health fields. 
This year the scholarships are again 
available. But this time they will be 
awarded from the newly established 
Elmer Ediger Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. Ediger was one of the founders of 
MMHS and served as director of Prairie 
View in Newton, Kan., from 1957 until 
his death in 1983. 
"Elmer gave much of his life to pio-
neering a new vision for mental health, a 
new way for the Christian community to 
touch those who suffer. The fund has 
been established by M M H S to help us 
remember Elmer and share in his vision," 
says Carl L. Good, executive director of 
MMHS. 
This fund, managed by M M H S and 
originally called the Mennonite Mental 
Health Scholarship Fund, enables young 
people to receive the training they need 
to serve the mentally ill and develop-
mentally disabled. 
The scholarships will amount to be-
tween $500 and $1,000. Students may 
receive them for one or more years, says 
Good. At present only six students 
receive scholarships yearly. MMHS aims 
to expand the fund with contributions 
received in memory of Ediger. 
To qualify for the scholarships, can-
didates must be college juniors, seniors 
or graduate students with a declared 
major and vocational interest in mental 
health, developmental disabilities or re-
lated fields. They must also have at least 
a C+ grade average. 
Other factors considered are financial 
need, service experience, attendance at a 
church-related college and membership 
in a Mennonite, Brethren in Christ, or 
Church of the Brethren congregation. 
Applications and all supporting data 
for the 1985-86 scholarships must be 
received by March 1,1985. M M H S will 
announce winners April 15, 1985. 
For application forms write to: Carl 
L. Good, Executive Director, Menno-
nite Mental Health Services, 21 South 
12th Street, Box M, Akron, PA 17501. 
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Messiah College News ^ \ 
m \ Enrollment continues to rise 
Opening the 1984-1985 academic year 
with an all-time high of 1761 students 
enrolled, the Messiah College commu-
nity has entered its seventy-fifth year 
with both appreciation for the past and 
excitement for meeting the challenges of 
the future. 
This 8.8 percent rise over the 1612 
students who were at Messiah last year 
came as a surprise when pre-registration 
took place last spring. President Hostet-
ter remarked, "It was with a mixture of 
embarrassment and pride that we re-
ported this unique problem to the Board 
of Trustees at their spring meeting. 
"On the positive side, declining attri-
tion is an indication of increased student 
satisfaction with their Messiah educa-
tion. At the same time, a larger student 
body also meant we needed a new resi-
dence hall that was not projected in our 
planning." Groundbreaking for this res-
idence hall was on Saturday, September 
29, during the annual Parents Weekend. 
The new unit will be ready for occu-
pancy in September 1985. 
Of the 459 first-time freshman enrolled 
at Messiah, ten percent are either vale-
dictorians or salutatorians. Seventy per-
cent come from the top 20 percent of 
their high school graduating class. 
Among returning students, all three 
annual Merit Scholar awards went to 
Brethren in Christ students. Faculty 
members selected Lucinda Oswald (Fair-
fax, Vermont) from the senior class, 
Mark Heise (New Madison, Ohio) from 
the junior class, and Karen Ulery (Eliz-
Merit Scholars Karen 
Ulery, Mark Heise, and 
Lucinda Oswald with Dr. 
David Brandt, dean of 
the college. 
abethtown, Pennsylvania) f rom the 
sophomore class. This high recognition 
is awarded.on the basis of scholarship, 
Christian leadership, and school loyalty. 
A time apart 
Preparing for the return of students 
and joining together in fellowship and 
discussion, faculty members gathered 
for the annual Faculty Retreat during 
the final days of August. Dr. Tom Sine, 
author of The Mustard Seed Conspir-
acy and director of research and plan-
ning for World Concern, a Christian 
relief and development organization, 
was the resource person. A "futurist" by 
profession, Dr. Sine encouraged those 
attending to outline some creative ways 
in which they could anticipate tomor-
row's challenges and assist their students 
in doing the same. 
Launching an anniversary 
Messiah College's year-long celebra-
tion of "Seventy-five Years of Vision 
and Vitality" officially began with a spe-
cial Founders Day Convocation on 
September 11. Dr. Ernest Boyer, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees and presi-
dent of the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Brethren in Christ Historical 
Society makes changes 
The Brethren in Christ Historical 
Society at its annual meeting in July 
elected Arthur Climenhaga as president 
to succeed Owen Alderfer. Dr. Climen-
haga is the third person to fill the office 
since the organization of the society in 
1978. Elected as a new member of the 
executive committee was Eugene Engle, 
a medical doctor from Manheim, Pa. 
The society's executive committee re-
cently reappointed E. Morris Sider of 
the Messiah College faculty as editor of 
the society's journal, Brethren in Christ 
History and Life. The committee decided 
to increase the number of the issues 
from two to three each year. The basic 
fee for membership, which includes the 
journal, remains at $5 a year. 
Future articles in the journal will 
include a critique of Harold Bender's 
These Are My People by patristic schol-
ar Robert Sider, a two-part essay by 
Owen Alderfer on the impact of the 
German Baptists (Church of the Breth-
ren) on the Brethren in Christ, and a 
study by Lucille Marr on the peace posi-
tion of the denomination in Canada 
since 1945. 
Advancement of Teaching, gave the 
address. He reminisced to the nearly 
2000 assembled about his student days 
at Messiah, encouraging students to 
serve in order to seek a connection 
between their studies and the needs of 
people. He went on to commend the 
college for the human spirit and sense of 
community which he experienced as a 
student and which still exists at Messiah 
today. 
Director of Campus Ministries hired 
Spiritual growth is an important area 
of student development at Messiah. To 
give this area the attention it deserves, 
Rev. Eldon Fry has been selected to fill 
the new position of Director of Campus 
Ministries. Born in Idaho, Eldon has 
spent the last twelve years working in 
churches located in college-age com-
munities, and has been involved with the 
Navigators, Campus Crusade, and Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes. 
Working closely with College Chap-
lain David Parkyn and College Pastor 
Robert Ives, Eldon is responsible for 
overseeing all aspects of spiritual life on 
campus. A major part of his job is to 
"equip and encourage" students to take 
leadership roles in ministry activities on 
and off campus. 
He observes that in the past, individ-
uals have often been involved in signifi-
cant activities. However, since these 
opportunities were largely uncoordinated, 
relatively few people were aware of them 
and programs had little continuity from 
year to year. 
Eldon is coordinating Gospel Team, 
which ministers in area churches, pris-
ons, schools, and hospitals, and is over-
seeing a mentoring program in which 
faculty, staff, and students provide one-
on-one wholistic discipleship to students 
who need help setting and meeting 
goals. He also works closely with floor 
chaplains in the residence halls and with 
students involved in short-term mission 
assignments. 
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STEWARDSHIP MONTH 
"The Joy of Giving" 
Stewardship Sunday—November 11 
Your representatives to the 1984 General Conference 
were a vital part of the voting body which set aside the 
second Sunday of November for special stewardship 
emphasis. 
As you know, stewardship involves money, but it 
deals with much more than money. It is a way of life, 
affecting everything we do. As good Christian stewards 
c>f all that God has entrusted to our care (including life 
Ingathering Sunday—November 25 
Both Canada and the United States have a national 
Thanksgiving Day. This is a time for the giving of special 
thanks to God at the end of the harvest season. Both 
these dates come before our Ingathering Sunday, Novem-
ber 25. 
As we reflect on God's good blessings to us and the 
urgent need for evangelism, nurturing, and relief—both 
at home and abroad—surely our Christian love and 
compassion cause us to look for ways to express both 
our thankfulness and desire to get involved in the needs 
of other people. 
Ingathering Sunday will provide that opportunity. On 
that day all Brethren in Christ are enjoined to give 
itself), we please him when we give this clear witness that 
we are different from our non-Christian neighbors. 
You are encouraged to pray about how God can help 
you become a better steward, and then plan ways to 
strengthen the stewardship outlook of fellow believers in 
your congregation through special programming, on 
November 11, for your children, youth, and adults. 
above-budget contributions for our regional and denom-
inational "mission fund"—Cooperative Ministries and 
Mission. The urgency of the need cannot be overstated. 
At least a million dollars must be raised on Ingathering 
Sunday over and above congregational budgets to pre-
vent the curtailment of ministries approved by our 
regional conferences and our General Conference. 
And so, without neglecting your regular offering on 
November 25, prepare a special thanksgiving offering for 
Ingathering Sunday. Be sure to label it "Above Budget." 





by Paul Hostetler 
In the early 50's, when I was the associate pastor of the 
Brethren in Christ congregation in Clarence Center, New 
York, we decided to build an addition to the church. At 
that time the Clarence Center church was a part of the 
Canadian Conference. 
As was the custom then, we were granted permission 
to conduct an every-member solicitation of the Cana-
dian Conference churches to raise money for our build-
ing fund. Among my contacts was the Wainfleet congre-
gation. The late Pastor Edward Gilmore, whom I came 
to love dearly through the years, accompanied me to the 
various homes of his people. 
After we had made quite a number of stops, with good 
success, he mentioned the name of one brother in the 
Wainfleet fellowship. "We really shouldn't ask Harry 
(not his real name) for money," Pastor Gilmore observed, 
"for two reasons. First, he is so poor that his children are 
ragged and sometimes hungry. And second, he is too 
generous." 
He thought about it for a while as we sat in my car. 
Finally, reluctantly, he decided to visit Harry. When we 
arrived, he was outside and he hurried over to us. I soon 
became acquainted with a joyous believer in the midst of 
obvious poverty. 
Pastor Gilmore told him about our Clarence Center 
project but assured him that it would be perfectly all right 
if he didn't have any money to spare that day. 
Harry hauled out his battered billfold and showed the 
contents to us—a forlorn, two-dollar bill. "That's all I 
have," he declared, "but I'm going to give it to you." And 
with the light of heaven radiating from his countenance 
he offered the red bill to me. I refused to accept it until 
Pastor Gilmore whispered that I should. 
As I started the car and drove away, I found it hard to 
focus on the highway. After some moments of silence, I 
asked why we had accepted the money. 
"That question is not easy to answer," he replied 
slowly. And then he smiled his warm, Edward Gilmore 
smile. "But you know, Paul, I believe God has just given 
Harry a very special blessing for his cheerful giving of all 
that he had." 
That was more than 30 years ago. But ever since, when 
I am tempted to feel that increasing my giving to the 
church is too costly, I get a vision of Harry's two-dollar 
bill. 
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Phfoe.be;s Journal 
The disparity between what I believe 
intellectually to be right and true, and 
what I am able to feel in the deepest level 
of my being, overwhelms me sometimes. 
For example, I read and hear and talk 
about how every human being has innate 
worth and is special simply because he 
or she is. And I really believe it! So why 
don't I always feel it for myself? Why do 
I often feel unworthy? And why do 
countless other people have the same 
problems with self-esteem that I have, in 
spite of the same fundamental and un-
shakeable belief that everyone is impor-
tant and special and worthy? 
I've been thinking a lot about why I 
have grown up with an inadequate self-
concept. But even though I think I 
understand myself better now than I did 
a year ago, I'm still a long way from 
feeling completely at ease with who and 
what I am. My self-esteem is still easily 
shaken. 
Along with trying to understand my-
self better (which in turn leads to becom-
ing more comfortable and satisfied with 
who I am), I've also thought about why 
lack of self-esteem is such a problem, 
even among Christians. Why, when we 
teach that God loves each person so 
much that he sacrificed his own Son to 
redeem us, are there so many like us who 
still feel unworthy? Do we lay unrealistic 
expectations on people? Do we con-
demn each other unnecessarily for our 
imperfections? Do we fail to demon-
strate God's love by being loving and 
caring people ourselves? Do we relate to 
people on the basis of their sex or race or 
occupation or economic status and allow 
those factors to make us think less of 
them or to limit the development of their 
special gifts? 
As a Christian woman learning to feel 
good about myself, I find great inspira-
tion in the accounts in the Gospels of 
Jesus' encounters with women. The 
women of Jesus' day certainly had good 
reasons to feel unworthy—I wonder 
how many times they heard a man 
piously say, "I thank God I was not born 
a woman!" Living with that ringing in 
one's ears would, I think, make it hard 
to develop a good self-image. 
Yet along came Jesus, a Jewish man 
whose own self-image was strong enough 
to make it possible for him to relate to 
women as persons apart from their 
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sexually-defined roles. I especially like 
the story of his meeting with the woman 
of Samaria. According to all the rules, 
Jesus shouldn't have had anything to do 
with her. Not only was she a woman, she 
was also a Samaritan and an immoral 
one at that. In spite of all that, however, 
Jesus engaged her in a significant theo-
logical conversation and made such an 
impression on her that she went back 
and told her whole town about him. The 
testimony of a sinful Samaritan woman 
resulted in the conversion of many 
people. 
I don't think there's much doubt that 
her encounter with Jesus did wonders 
for her self-esteem. She probably never 
forgot the respectful way she was treated 
by Jesus, just as I don't forget those men 
and women who have treated me with 
respect and care. But I wonder whether 
she was ever hurt by the very people who 
were converted because of her testi-
mony—by those who should have 
known better because they too were the 
recipients of God's love. 
Perhaps she would have understood 
the hurt my friend Becky felt the other 
week. As a public relations person for a 
Christian institution, she and a male col-
league had jointly prepared some pro-
motional materials to present to the 
board. Following their presentation, 
board members consistently directed 
their questions to the man, even though 
he didn't know much about the part for 
which she was responsible. She was 
ignored, as though she wasn't even 
there. Why? Because she is a woman 
doing a job that was previously done by 
a man? Because her competence was 
somehow threatening? 
Fortunately for her, I think her self-
image was strong enough to handle the 
rejection, although she was still hurt by 
it. For others, whose self-esteem is more 
shaky, an experience like that can be 
devastating. I don't think Jesus would 
have ignored her; in fact, I think he 
would have gone out of his way to give 
her equal time. 
What bothers me so much is, again, 
that disparity between what we believe 
and know to be right, and what we are 
able to feel and do. I would guess that 
most of those board members didn't 
want to ignore Becky's contributions, 
but at some level of their emotions they 
didn't know how to handle a situation 
they were uncomfortable with. I also 
believe that those of us who suffer from 
low self-esteem know at some level that 
we are important, worthwhile people, 
but we need the support, encourage-
ment, affirmation, acceptance, respect, 
caring, and love of others to help us 
really feel it. I'd like both to be the recip-
ient of that kind of undergirding and to 
be able to give it to those around me. 
pb/oebe. 
The God of 
Changed Lives 
CHANGE IN MY LIFE 
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Book & Chapter 
John 9:1-12 
John 17:6-26 
I Cor. 12:12-31 
Gal 5:22-6:10 
Eph. 2:11-22 
1 Peter 1:1-9 
1 Peter 2:1-12 
I John 5:1-5; 
Psalm 133 
Used by permission of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
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Onesinjus 
Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you 
everything that is happening here. 
Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul, 
During Fall we celebrate one of the 
most important days of the whole year— 
Thanksgiving. This is a great occasion 
that encompasses a lot, but I'll do my 
best in explaining it to you. 
When I first heard about how the 
people observe this special day, with 
family gatherings and a big turkey din-
ner, I thought it meant being thankful 
for food. But they tell me it is much 
more than that. Well, I was glad to hear 
that. Frankly, I have been puzzled by 
the emphasis people place on food. 
People give eating too much attention 
here. It is almost a consuming passion 
with some. In fact, as I mingle and in-
teract with the believers here, it seems 
that eating is the only legal indulgence 
for them. (Most of them don't drink, 
smoke, etc.) You should see all the 
houses called restaurants, or cafes, or 
smorgasbords—all sorts of designations— 
where people go to eat. Everyone knows 
where the best eating places are. They 
are topics for a lot of conversation. 
Mind you, Paul, I enjoy going to res-
taurants to eat, and it is a delightful 
pastime. But recently I went with some 
friends to one of the large eating places 
and it was mind-boggling. Hundreds of 
people were there, jostling to and from 
the tables with plates of food. As I said, I 
enjoy eating. But as I stood in line 
because of the press, I began to feel 
condemned. Does eating occupy too 
great a place in our lives? Too much 
time? Too much of our money, our con-
versation? I've heard some of the Chris-
tians here asking these same questions. 
They feel that while God gives us richly 
all things to enjoy, we need a sense of 
balance—a correct set of priorities. 
As I said, I was happy to know that 
Thanksgiving is more than food. It is a 
beautiful family time. It is being thank-
ful for friends, homes, health—all aspects 
of life—and for the mercies of God. I 
like that. But in mingling with the world 
at work, I must conclude that true 
thanksgiving is rather rare. With far too 
many, thanks is given only for material 
things that seem to please or satisfy, or 
for things people want. This is true, I 
suspect, because this age is one with a 
passionate desire for things. It is a soft, 
luxurious age (like Rome in your day). 
People are never satisfied. The cry is 
simply: "More! More money, more 
clothes, more cars, more steak, more 
entertainment!" The urge is ever present 
to get more—somehow, some way. 
The church here has a marvelous 
opportunity to demonstrate what thanks-
giving really is. They know true thanks-
giving centers in Christ. They are dili-
gent in penetrating the world with the 
truth that thanksgiving does not depend 
on material things, for these material 
things are simply not dependable. The 
true church takes your admonition seri-
ously, Paul, to thank God for anything 
and everything he has given. They do 
not give perfunctory, routine thanks 
because they think they should. Rather 
they give heartfelt, sincere thanks that 
springs from a deeper source than their 
own particular pleasure. They believe 
that God is in charge of their lives, 
whether they have much or little, and 
will take care of them tomorrow, and 
the next day, and every day after that. 
That is genuine thanksgiving. That is 
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r a 
editorial 
Central America: what to believe? 
Whom can we believe about Central America: That is the 
question posed by John R. Burkholder in this issue of the 
Visitor. It's a question I feel should hold special interest for 
every Visitor reader, since the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Nicaragua has been one of the fastest growing of our fellow-
ships in recent years. (The membership in 1983 stood at just 
under 1,200—about twice the number of members in our 
Midwest Conference.) And sister churches are located in 
other Central American countries mentioned daily in the 
news, such as Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador. 
Burkholder notes that the media and official Washington 
often portray one perspective of Central America, but that 
many church workers—both national and expatriate— 
hold quite differing views. This may be explained in part by 
the fact that they move in different "worlds," even within the 
same country. 
Moreover, he contends that the variations in perspective 
are due in large part to differing assumptions or ideologies 
brought to the question. He cites another writer's discussion 
of the "royal ideology" which has affected governments 
since the days of the Old Testament kings. (See pages 
18-21.) 
Of course, differences of opinion regarding Central 
America are to be found within the church as well as 
between Christians and governments. For example, con-
sider two letters I received about Visitor articles on Central 
America published this past year. (Compared to the 
number of Latin America articles which cross my desk, we 
have published a very modest sampling.) 
One Brethren in Christ worker in Central America wrote 
to strongly affirm the Visitor carrying such articles, noting 
that the North American church needs to be informed of 
developments in Latin America from the perspective of the 
masses of people who live there, rather than just hearing 
through the secular media the perspective of the U.S. 
government. But about the same time, another expatriate 
Brethren in Christ, also working in Central America, wrote: 
"Avoid!!! Avoid!!! Avoid!!! using the Visitor as a commen-
tary on the Central American scene." This second writer 
went on to say that the news I would get from Central 
America would be badly distorted and would make its way 
back to the area and would not be helpful. (Experience now 
an editor's quandary: both persons have extensive cross-
cultural experience, I know both of them rather well, and I 
value the judgment of each. Whose counsel do I heed?) 
More recently, a Brethren in Christ leader in the Nicara-
guan church, while at the Mennonite World Conference in 
France, expressed the hope (not realized) that the Confer-
ence might denounce the American government's support 
of the "contras," who are opposing the present Nicaraguan 
government. And as I write, one of the current topics of 
discussion in Washington is how a CIA manual advocating 
kidnapping and political assassination got into the hands of 
the "contras." 
Fellow editor Daniel Hertzler addressed the complexities 
of Central America in a recent Gospel Herald editorial. He 
quoted devotional writer Henri Nouwen who described 
attending three Catholic churches in Nicaragua on the same 
day, and hearing three different perspectives on the govern-
ment. Nouwen wrote, "The same gospel was being pro-
claimed and the same Eucharist was being celebrated, but 
there was no unity among them. It seemed that the Word of 
God meant totally different things at each place." 
Nouwen concluded that if people inside the country do 
not agree, then he as an outsider should be cautious. Fur-
thermore, "there is a call, not first of all to solve all ambigui-
ties, but to stand in the midst of them and become part of 
the suffering of the living Christ, a suffering that leads to 
salvation. Maybe after all is said, the real question is not 
what to do about it all, but how to repent for the sins that led 
to the crucifixion of the Lord who came to bring in the 
light." 
But Hertzler notes that Nouwen is not arguing that we 
should do nothing. Like the Hebrew prophets and our 
Lord, Nouwen shows a strong bias toward the poor and 
mistreated. "In most of the countries below our Southern 
border," Nouwen writes, "a very few have the most, and 
most have the least, and there is little in between. This state 
of flagrant injustice that causes the oppression and exploita-
tion of many by a few is artificially maintained by the 
nations in which most people have the most, and a few have 
the least." 
What conclusions might we draw from this discussion? 
First, we do well to pray regularly for our brothers and 
sisters in Central America. Every time you hear or read of 
Central America, stop and pray for the church leaders and 
members of the some 50 Brethren in Christ congregations in 
Nicaragua, as well as for all Christians in Central America. 
Secondly, take advantage of every opportunity to learn 
more about the region. A few new resources are mentioned 
on page 19. Many of us will do well just to brush up on our 
understanding of current events. But our perspective will be 
enriched if we dig into some of the history of Central 
America, including involvements of foreign governments 
and business interests over the last number of decades. 
Finally, let us continually test our own assumptions, and 
the perspective being communicated by others, against the 
life and teachings of our Lord. We must remember that all 
political and economic systems, including our own, come 
under the Lord's judgment. And we should ponder the 
implications of Nouwen's statement: "This state of flagrant 
injustice . . . is artificially maintained by the nations in 
which most people have the most, and a few have the least." 
G 
Henri Nouwen, Christ of the Americas: Dying and Rising and Coming 
Again, as quoted in the Aug. 28, 1984 Gospel Herald (Scottdale, PA). 
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A missionary 
reminisces . . . 
"I have no 
mouth to 
thank/' 
by Lewis B. Sider 
One time during our assignment at 
Matopo Mission (1948-50) we had a 
young African man working for us 
named Obadiah. I don't remember the 
details of the incident, but we had done 
something for him for which he was 
deeply grateful. His response in true 
African fashion was, "I have no mouth 
to thank." This is the translation of an 
Ndebele idiom meaning, "I can't find 
words to express my thanks." 
A number of things have happened in 
our missionary lives that would fit into 
this category of thanksgiving. Let me 
pick out a few things from our long 
missionary and service career to illus-
trate. Our missionary career took us to 
service at the North Star Mission in 
Saskatchewan, Canada and to service at 
all five of our older major mission sta-
tions in the Rhodesias, which are now 
Zimbabwe and Zambia. During those 
years we built many lasting friendships. 
While serving as superintendent of 
Wanezi Outstations, 1 often took the 
assistant overseer (later overseer) Man-
gisi Sibanda with me on my circuit tour 
of schools and churches. We became 
close friends. Sometimes we slept in the 
same school building. Sometimes we 
travelled to some not-too-distant schools 
by bicycle. Many years later when I was 
back in Rhodesia as Financial Secretary 
of the church there, the question of 
overseers' travel to the churches was 
being discussed, including the cost of 
petrol (gasoline) and the fact that they 
couldn't visit the churches as often as 
they would like. I said to my friend, 
Sibanda, "They should go like we did, 
ngebayasikili (bicycle)", and he agreed 
with his usual chuckle. 
A rewarding experience was being 
able to attend weekend baptism and 
communion services. The Saturday eve-
ning service was usually an evangelistic 
service. I remember so well one of these 
services at Mazhabazha School in the 
Wanezi District. I was invited to give the 
evangelistic message that evening, and I 
was preaching on dedication of our lives 
to the Lord and on the Holy Spirit in 
our lives. One of my teachers stayed for 
prayer that night and dedicated his life 
to the Lord. That teacher is now Bishop 
Stephen Ndlovu of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zimbabwe. 
Another thing that brings back fond 
memories was my frequent visits to the 
village of the old overseer, Manhlenhle 
Kumalo, who lived near Mkwabene 
School in the Wanezi District. When-
ever I visited schools in that area, I tried 
to stay at least a night in his village. He 
had well-built huts in the village for his 
grown sons, and he usually gave me one 
of these huts to occupy when I was there. 
These visits were real events in our his-
tory of friendship and brotherhood. 
When we went back to Rhodesia in 
1975 for a short two-year stint as Finan-
cial Secretary, we said that the one per-
son we most desired to meet was Mfun-
disi Kumalo. (Mfundisi is a term of 
respect that was given to missionaries 
and African ministers.) That year the 
General Conference was held at Wanezi 
Mission at the end of August. We heard 
that Mfundisi Kumalo was going to be 
there. He arrived a few days late on 
Saturday afternoon, having ridden his 
bicycle about 40 miles from his home at 
Mkwabene, quite a feat for a man in his 
middle or upper 80s. He had not heard 
that we were back in Africa. Meeting us 
on the path leading from the church to 
the school buildings, he recognized us 
and was speechless. He just grasped our 
hands, held them and said, "Uh, Uh, Uh, 
Uh," an exclamation of surprise, pure 
joy and complete satisfaction. What a 
meeting! This in itself was full payment 
for our last journey to Africa. 
Shortly before we were ready to leave 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) for the last time, 
Mr. Shamu, a former teacher who had 
not seen us during our two years there, 
met me on a street in Bulawayo. His 
surprise at meeting me showed in his 
exclamation, "Are you still alive, 
Mfundisi?" 
The affection that the people, espe-
cially the older ones, showed us during 
our last stay in Rhodesia stands out 
indelibly in our memories. When I think 
of these things, I am indeed grateful to 
the Lord who called me into his service. 
Words fail to express what I feel. Indeed, 
"I have no mouth to thank." 
Lewis and Gladys Sider now live at Mes-
siah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
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